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India to create 'smart border' along
Pak, B'Desh to stop infiltration: Shah

NEW DELHI, MAY 22:
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday said
the government will launch
a tech-enabled “smart bor-
der" project by the next
year to make the 6,000-km
fronts with Pakistan and
Bangladesh impenetrable
and ensure that the “con-
spiracy” to change the
demography of the country
is defeated.Delivering the
annual Rustamji Memorial
lecture hosted by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) here, the minister
also reiterated that the gov-
emment will find each and
every infiltrator and send

them out of India. K F
Rustamji was the founding
father and the first director
general of the BSF, the
world's largest border
guarding force with about

Lieutenant General Rajiv
Ghai calls on LG in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, MAY 22:
Deputy Chief of Army
Staff Lieutenant General
Rajiv Ghai on Friday
called upon Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
here, an official
spokesman said. Lt Gen
Ghai, who is the Deputy

“Chief of Army Staff

(Strategy), called on the
LG at the Raj Bhavan here,
the spokesman said. Lt
Gen Ghai was accompa-
nied by the General Officer
¢ t

2.70 lakh personnel tasked
to guard Indian borders
with Pakistan on the west
and Bangladesh on the
east. It was raised in
1965."The government of

India has decided that not
only will we stop infiltra-
tion but we will find each
and every infiltrator and
send them out of the coun-
try," Shah said.He added
his government will not
allow “artificial change in
our demography being
attempted from the other
side.""I want to assure BSF
troops that we will launch
the smart border project
within the 60th year of its
raising and we will make
the  Bangladesh and
Pakistan borders impene-
trable through major tech-
nical assistance,” Shah
said.The “smart border"

will use technology,
drones, radars and smart
cameras to help create an
impenetrable border, he
told the gathering.Calling
these two borders “vulner-
able” and a “cause of con-
cern” for the country from
the security point of view,
Shah said these fronts
(about 1,289 km with
Pakistan and 4,096 km
with Bangladesh) cannot
be guarded with “tradition-
al" methods.The concept of
border security should not
be seen in isolation but as a
“territorial responsibility"
involving all agencies and

(Contdon Pg2)

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio

o begin 4-day India visit today

NEW DELHI, MAY 22:
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio will arrive in
India on Saturday for a
four-day visit -- his first to
the country since taking
office -- aiming to repair
bilateral ties that have been
under strain since mid-last
year.

The top US diplomat is
scheduled to hold wide-
ranging talks with External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, in addition to
attending a meeting of the
Quad foreign ministers in
New Delhi. While the

of the
Army's Srinagar-based XV
(Contdon Pg2)

Rubio talks are
set for Sunday, the Quad
meeting will take place on

Tuesday. Besides his
engagements in  New
Delhi, Rubio is also sched-
uled to visit Kolkata, Agra
and Jaipur, people familiar
with the matter said. There
is a possibility of the US
Secretary of State calling
on Prime Minister

Narendra Modi as well, it
is learnt. "There's a lot to
work on with India, they're
agreat ally and partner. We
do a lot of good work with
them so this is an impor-
tant trip," Rubio said on
Friday about his trip to
(Contdon Pg2)
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LG Manoj Sinha Says Drug Trade Fuelling
Terrorism In J&K, Vows To Protect Youth

JAMMU, MAY 22:
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Thursday
said that drugs and terror-
ism are “two sides of the
same coin” in Jammu and

Kashmir, asserting that
investigations have
revealed direct links

between narcotics smug-

gling networks and terror
organisations operating in
the region. Addressing a
programme on the drug-
free Jammu and Kashmir
campaign, the LG said evi-
dence gathered during var-
ious investigations has
shown the involvement of
the neighbouring country

in promoting drug smug-
gling to finance terrorism
and radicalisation activi-
ties. He said that while
some smugglers may have
amassed wealth and con-
structed houses through
illegal trade, the larger
share of the money ulti-
mately reaches organisa-
tions involved in radicalis-
ing youth, purchasing
weapons and spreading ter-
rorism in Jammu and
Kashmir and other parts of
the country. Manoj Sinha
said the primary objective
of the administration is to
safeguard the younger gen-
eration from the menace of
drugs, adding that a
(Contdon Pg2)

'Omar Abdullah missing' poster sparks
political row, Farooq hits back at BJP

SRINAGAR, MAY 22 : A
political storm erupted in
Jammu and Kashmir after
the BJP circulated online
‘Omar Abdullah missing'
posters in a bid to mock the
chief minister. The BJP's
J&K unit shared the ‘miss-
ing' posters on its social
media handles, seeking
information about Abullah
and claiming that he has
been "missing for the last
ten days". The saffron
party's criticism comes
amid reports that the chief
minister is outside Jammu
and Kashmir on a personal

visit. Reacting to the
posters, National
Conference president

RIEF NEW.

Authorities raze
‘illegal’ commercial
property of suspected
drug peddler

JAMMU, MAY 22 : Police
and civil administration said
they demolished an alleged
“illegal" commercial property
of an drug peddler in Jammu
and Kashmir's Udhampur dis-
trict as part of an ongoing
crackdown against narcotics
trafficking, officials said.

The drive targeted shops
allegedly built on government
land near Dewal bridge along
the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway in the Samroli area.

Officials said the properties
belonged to Trilochan Dutt

who has allegedly been
involved in multiple drug
smuggling cases and has

encroached upon state land to
construct the commercial
(Contdon Pg2)

Woman sets herself on fire
after boyfriend ignores calls
hospitalised with 80 pc burns

JAMMU, MAY 22 : A 22-
year-old woman allegedly set
herself ablaze here after her
boyfriend did not respond to
her phone calls, police said on
Friday. The incident occurred
near the Tawi bridge area on
Thursday when the woman
allegedly poured an inflamma-
ble substance on herself and
set herself on fire in a fit of
rage, they said. Passersby
immediately rushed to her aid
and managed to douse the
flames before police personnel
admitted her to a hospital for
treatment. The woman suf-
fered around 80 per cent burn
injuries and is undergoing
treatment, police said. A senior
police officer said preliminary

(Contdon Pg2)

SC Questions quota to children of Economically
educationally advanced families in backward classes

NEW DELHI, MAY 22:
Observing that with educational
and economic empowerment
there is social mobility, the
Supreme Court on Friday ques-
tioned the continued grant of
reservation benefits to children
of economically and educational-
ly advanced families within
backward classes. A bench of
Justices B V Nagarathna and
Ujjal Bhuyan was hearing a plea
challenging a Karnataka High
Court judgment which upheld

reservations? With educational
and economic empowerment,
there is social mobility. “So then
again, to seek reservation for the
children, we will never get out of
it” the bench observed while
issuing notice in the matter. The
top court remarked that if the
parents of students are in good
jobs with handsome incomes,
then the children should get out
of reservation. The apex court
said several orders passed by the
already provide for

ernment emp
vation. “If both parents are IAS
officers, why should they have

the exclusion of the petitioner,
whose parents are both state gov-

from reser- I
the exclusion of such affluent
sections from reservation bene-

fits, but they are being chal-
lenged  now. “For  the
Economically Weaker Section
and Disadvantaged Group, there
is no social backwardness but
only economic backwardness.
There has to be some balance
Socially and educationally back-
ward, yes, but once the parents
have attained a level because of
taking advantage of reservation,”
the bench said.
The petitioner was selected for
appointment as an assistant engi-
neer (electrical) in the Karnataka
(Contdon Pg2)

Traffic advisory for May 23: Slow
traffic likely on NH-44 amid road

work, nomadic movement

NEW DELHI, MAY 22 : India
and Cyprus on Friday elevated

Farooq Abdullah hit back
at the BJP, saying that the
saffron party has “nothing
better" to do. “They have
their own campaigns, they
know what they are doing.
We don't have to answer
them," the senior Abdullah
told reporters after offering
the congregational prayers

il

at the Hazratbal shrine
here. Farooq also brushed
aside rumours of a split in
alliance with the Congress
in Jammu and Kashmir.
"I think it is our enemies
who are saying all this. The
alliance is there, nothing
will happen,” he said.
(Contdon Pg2)

ACB registers disproportionate
assets case against AEE In Kishtwar

KISHTWAR, MAY 22:
The Jammu & Kashmir
Anti-Corruption  Bureau
has registered a dispropor-
tionate assets case against
AEE  Hydraulic  Sub-
Division Chhatroo,
Kishtwar, alleging posses-
sion of assets far exceeding
his known sources of
income, officials said.
They said searches were
conducted at multiple loca-
tions in Doda and Kishtwar
following  court-issued
warrants. Further investi-
gation is underway.

India, Cyprus upgrade ties to strategic
partnership, unveil 5-yr defence roadmap

A spokesperson said the
J&K Anti-Corruption
Bureau has registered FIR
No. 01/2026 under Section
13(1)(b) read with 13(2) of
the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 at
Police Station ACB Doda
against the accused, Ashiq
Hussain Rather, presently
posted as AEE Hydraulic
Sub-Division  Chhatroo,
Kishtwar.
He said the case was initi-
ated following a verifica-
tion conducted by ACB
(Contdon Pg2)

Severe Heatwave

Conditions likely to Prevail
over parts of India: IMD

NEW DELHI,

MAY  22:

o9 O0=

JAMMU, MAY 22: The the
Traffic Department on
Friday issued a fresh advi-
sory for May 23, caution-
ing commuters about pos-
sible slow traffic move-
ment on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway
(NH-44) due to single-lane
stretches, movement of
nomadic herds and ongo-

ing road construction
works
Officials  said traffic

remained sluggish on NH-
44 from May 21 to May 22,
especially between Marog
and Kishtwari Pather,
because of single-lane road
conditions, breakdown of
two heavy motor vehicles
at Dalwas and movement
of eight nomadic herds
between Nachlana and
Banihal.

The advisory stated that
movement of three addi-
tional nomadic herds is
expected on Saturday on

Marog-Kishtwari
Pather stretch, which may
further impact traffic flow.
Commuters have been
asked to follow lane disci-
pline and avoid overtaking
to minimize congestion.

Authorities advised pas-
sengers and transporters to
travel on the highway only
during daytime and avoid
night journeys in view of
shooting stones, landslides,
nomadic movement
towards Kashmir Valley
and ongoing construction
work between Ramban and
Banihal. Subject to fair
weather and better road
conditions, all types of
vehicles including LMVs,
passenger vehicles, private
cars, HMVs and goods car-
riers will be allowed from
both Jammu and Srinagar
sides on NH-44. Security
Forces convoy movement
will also be facilitated after
(Contdon Pg2)

their ties to a strategic partner-
ship and unveiled a five-year
roadmap for defence cooperation
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held wide-ranging talks
with Cyprus President Nikos
Christodoulides.

The two sides signed six agree-
ments to provide for deeper
cooperation in areas of innova-
tion, technology, education and
culture besides agreeing to soon
conclude a comprehensive part-
nership on migration and mobili-
ty. The pacts firmed up included
one on establishing a joint work-
ing group on counter-terrorism.
The talks between the two lead-
ers primarily focused on boosting
ties in trade and investment, crit-
ical technologies, education, and
implementation of the ambitious
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor.

In his media statement, Modi
highlighted that the strategic
partnership will unlock commer-

0 e®

+

cial capital and open new
avenues for Indian companies in
Cyprus's infrastructure, energy,
and agriculture sectors, while
simultaneously boosting invest-
ment in India's booming shipping
and maritime industries.

“The relationship between India
and Cyprus has stood the test of
time time and again, with today’s
decision to upgrade the ties to
strategic partnership, we are

going to give new ambitiun’and
new momentum to our relation-
ship," he said.
Following the talks, the two sides
also announced the establishment
of a cyber security dialogue.
Modi also referred to the
upswing in India-Europe rela-
tionship and said it has entered a
new golden era. “Cyprus not only
currently holds the Presidency of
(Contdon Pg2)

Heatwave to severe heatwave con-
ditions are likely to persist over
the plains of northwest India,
Central and East India, and parts
of Peninsular India during the next
six to seven days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday. The IMD
stated that heatwave conditions
are likely in isolated areas of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
from May 22 to May 28. “Severe
heatwave conditions over East
Uttar Pradesh and East Madhya
Pradesh are expected during the
same period,” the IMD said. It
added that heatwave conditions
are very likely in isolated/some
pockets over Punjab and Haryana,
Chandigarh, and Delhi from May
22 to May 28. Severe heatwave
conditions are predicted in some
areas of these regions between
May 24 and May 27. “Heatwave
conditions are very likely in iso-
lated/some pockets over
Rajasthan during May 22-28, with

(Contdon Pg2)
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India to...

state governments, he said.He said these borders current-
ly face threats like illegal infiltration, smuggling of drugs,
\weapons and arms through drones apart from cattle, fake
Indian currency notes and organised crime."It is most
important to identify future dangers, and it is our respon-
sibility to stop the artificial demographic change being
attempted from the other side (of the border) through
infiltration, and, for this, we have to remain alert and vig-
ilant," he told the officers and jawans in attendance.Shah
said the Modi government brought a “radical” change to
'the security policy and border protection perspective since
ittook charge in 2014."We have defeated all three attacks
carried out by Pakistan whether it was in Uri (2016),
Pulwama (2019), or Pahalgam (2026)..we have given

New Delhi stoutly maintained that the cessation of the
hostilities was result of talks between India and Pakistan
the US involvement had nothing to do with it.
Washington's new immigration policy and its decision to
increase H1B visa fee also contributed to the slide in
India-US ties.

However, both sides made efforts in the last few months
to repair the ties.

The two sides have resolved to firm up a mutually benefi-
cial trade deal soon.

Trump and Modi on April 14 held a nearly 40-minute
phone conversation

Following the call, Modi said he and Trump reviewed the
“substantial progress" in the bilateral ties and that both
sides are committed to further strengthen the India-US

them a befitting response by striking deep inside
Pakistan," he said.Shah asserted that gone were the days
'when talks used to happen after a terrorist attack and
'when Naxalites used to undertake massacres without any
fear."We have aligned our security perspective with the
spirit of the Constitution to strengthen it... all this, in a
way, is a declaration of a new defence doctrine,”" he
said.He said his government took a "firm" decision to free
India from Naxalism and this target was achieved recent-
ly. The minister said it was his belief that security agen-
cies and forces should work to “uproot” the cause of the
problem and just not “control" it.He asked the BSF troops
in border areas to establish communication with the local
administration so that they can identify any infiltrator liv-
ing in the area and effectively plug border gaps aiding
smuggling and other illegal activities."It is time that the
infiltration taking place unhindered for years is stopped.
'You have done this earlier, for example, by creating a
Naxal-free India," he said.Shah said the current state gov-
ernments in Tripura, West Bengal and Assam -- all led by
the BJP -- believe in the policy that there should be no
infiltration from across Indian borders. His ministry, Shah
added, will soon hold a meeting with the chief ministers
of these states on the subject of border security. The min-
ister added that a high-powered demography mission
declared earlier by PM Modi will be announced soon by
the Union government.Shah declared that the Union gov-
ernment was planning to launch a "big programme" with-
in the next one year for the welfare of CAPF jawans,
adding that they will also initiate a "big operation™ against
narcotics trafficking in the country.During the event, the
minister honoured BSF jawans and officers with gallantry
medals including to those who were part of the ‘Operation
Sindoor"

LG Mano;j...

conspiracy appeared to have been hatched to destroy the
youth of Jammu and Kashmir in order to derail the vision
of a “New Jammu and Kashmir” and a developed India.
“If the youth of Jammu and Kashmir are ruined, how will
they move forward?” he said, stressing the need for col-
lective efforts to eliminate drug abuse and terrorism from
the Union Territory.

Lieutenant...

Corps, also known as Chinar Corps, Lt Gen Balbir Singh,
'the spokesman said, without giving further details.

UsS Secretar}/...
India. Ways to bolster India-US ties in energy, trade,
i critical and people-to-people ties
exchanges are likely to dominate the talks between
Jaishankar and Rubio, the people cited above said.

The two sides are also expected to deliberate on the West
/Asia crisis and its economic impact including on energy
supplies

'The US Secretary of State's trip to India comes over five
weeks after Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri undertook a
three-day visit to Washington DC that focused on stabilis-
ing the ties after a spell of uncertainty and strain.

The relations between the two countries witnessed a
major downturn after Washington imposed punitive tariffs
on India and President Donald Trump made controversial
assertions regarding his role in de-escalating the India-
Pakistan military clashes last May.

Over the next few months, the US president repeatedly
and publicly claimed that he had resolved the military
conflict between the two neighbours and saved millions of
lives as it was going in the direction of a full-scale war.

global strategic partnership in “all areas".
It is learnt that India and the US will carry out a compre-
hensive review of their ties during Rubio’s visit and focus
on boosting the overall trajectory of the relations.

L}

Omar...
Referring to concerns about the ongoing fuel supply cri-
sis, Farooq hoped that the West Asia crisis would end
soon
“I hope the war between Iran and the US will stop, and
God willing, we will get out of these difficulties," he said.
On the row over the recent demolition of homes of Gujjar
and Bakarwal families in Jammu's Sidhra area, the NC
president said his party or the state government had no
role.
“We are not involved in that. They (the lieutenant gover-
nor) have done it, and an investigation is going on. It is
not just in Sidhra, but also in other places in Jammu,
where such attacks have taken place on Gujjars. They
don't understand that these people were the biggest sym-
pathisers on the borders," he said.
To the opposition PDP's charge that the J&K government
was following UP CM Yogi Adityanath's model, Abdullah
lashed out at them, saying, "They are the ones who creat-
ed this mess."
“They ended Article 370 and 35A. They are responsible
for the destruction of our state. Now they are raising a hue
and cry. What is their job? | am sad that they do not feel
ashamed. They took us towards destruction and are now
beating the drums. They should first look within, what
troubles they brought to the people here," Farooq claimed.

SC Questions...

Power Transmission Corporation Limited under the
reserved category.

The District Caste and Income Verification Committee,
however, denied him a caste validity certificate after con-
cluding that he fell within the creamy layer.

The authorities noted that both parents were government
employees and that their combined income exceeded the
prescribed creamy layer threshold.

The classification of the petitioner as belonging to the
creamy layer was based on the income of his parents, who
are salaried employees and whose combined income
allegedly exceeded Rs 8,00,000.

Consequently, the caste certificate issued to the petitioner,
certifying him as belonging to the Kuruba community,
was revoked,

Earlier in January 2025, the top court in a separate case
had refused to entertain a plea seeking the exclusion of
children of Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and
Indian Police Service (IPS) officers from Scheduled
Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) reservation bene-
fits in Madhya Pradesh.

It said the reference to the exclusion of the creamy layer

"The value of assets acquired by the suspect has been
found disproportionate to the income earned by him from
all known sources, indicating that he has intentionally
enriched himself illicitly during his service period,” the
spokesperson said.

He added that during the course of investigation, ACB
obtained search warrants from the competent court and
conducted searches at the residential and official premis-
es of the accused in Doda and Kishtwar in the presence of
magistrates and independent witnesses. Further investiga-
tion is in progress

Traffic...

coordination with the Traffic Control Unit (TCU)
Ramban.

On the Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road (NH-244), only
light motor vehicles and private cars will be allowed from
Srinagar towards Kishtwar via Daksum and Sinthan Top,
depending on weather conditions and clearance from
NHIDCL authorities.

Officials said vehicles will be permitted from Daksum
between 10:30 am and 3:30 pm, while no vehicle move-
ment will be allowed after the designated timing.

Traffic authorities said LMVs will be allowed from both
Srinagar and Kargil sides on the Srinagar-Sonamarg-
Gumari (SSG) road till 1:00 pm after receiving clearance
from maintenance agencies.

Heavy motor vehicles will be allowed only from
Sonamarg towards Kargil between 12 noon and 3:00 pm.
Drivers have been advised to carry anti-skid chains due to
slippery road conditions along the route.

The Mughal Road will remain open from both sides for
LMVs and HMVs up to six tyres, subject to favorable
weather conditions

Vehicles from Chandimarh (Buffliaz) towards Shopian
will be allowed between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm, while traf-
fic from Herpora towards Poonch will be permitted
between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm after clearance from
GREF authorities.

Public Asked to Check Road Status

The Traffic Department urged commuters to verify the lat-
est road and traffic status before starting their journey

pillar of the ties.

“Today we also decided to further strengthen cooperation|
in cybersecurity, maritime security, and counter-terror-
ism," he said

Modi said Indian professionals and students living in
Cyprus are strengthening the ties between the two sides.
“To further strengthen these ties, we have agreed to soon|
conclude a comprehensive Migration and Mobility|
Partnership, as well as a Social Security Agreement,” he,
said

“The friendship between India and Cyprus is both strong|
and futuristic. A shared belief in values like democracy|
and the rule of law is the foundation of our partnership,”
Modi said,

“We respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
nations. India is and will remain fully committed to these,
principles,” he said

At a media briefing, Secretary (West) in the Ministry of]
Exteral Affairs Sibi George said UPI will be operational
in Cyprus from 2027. Cyprus has also decided to open a|
trade office in Mumbai.

India and Cyprus also established a bilateral connectivity|
dialogue.

Severe...

severe heatwave conditions likely in isolated/some pock-|
ets over West Rajasthan during May 24-28,” the IMD|
said

Parts of Vidharbha, Coastal Andhra, Yanam, Chhattisgarh,|
Jharkhand, Odisha, Telangana, Jammu-Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand are likely to witness
heat wave or severe heat wave conditions on different|
dates between May 22 and May 28.

Furthermore, warm night conditions are expected in iso-|
lated pockets of Uttar Pradesh and Vidarbha from May 22
to May 24, in Odisha from May 22 to May 26, and in
Telangana on May 22 and May 23.

Authorities...

structures. The demolition was carried out jointly by the,

through the concerned Traffic Control Units i in
Jammu, Srinagar, Ramban, Udhampur, Kishtwar and
Kargil

India...

the European Union Council, but is also emerging as an
important investment gateway between India and the
whole of Europe,” he said.

“Cyprus is one of India's top 10 investors; over the past
decade, investment from Cyprus to India has almost dou-
bled. Trust has grown between the two countries.”

The India-EU free trade agreement has opened up many
new opportunities.

“Capitalising on this, we aim to double this investment
again in the next five years. And to realize this commit-
ment, today we are elevating our trusted relationship into
a strategic partnership,” he said.

In his remarks, Christodoulides, who kick started his
three-day visit to India on Wednesday, said India and
Cyprus decided to set up a joint task force for cooperation
in key sectors such as infrastructure and shipping.

The president said the partnership between the European
Union and India must become even stronger in “these
times of growing geopolitical uncertainty".

“Because together, the EU and India, the world's largest
democracy, can play a defining role not only for our
regions, but also for global stability and prosperity.”
Christodoulides also hailed the India-Middle East-Europe

from SC and ST quotas in a -judge C

bench’s August 2024 ruling in the State of Punjab versus
the Davinder Singh case was only a view and the legisla-
ture has to decide in this regard.

ACB registers...

DKR into allegations that the officer possessed huge
assets in the form of immovable and movable properties
in his name as well as in the names of family members,
including a five-storey residential house at Court Road
Doda, land purchased at Udrana Bhaderwah and
Sunjawan Jammu, as well as substantial bank balances
including fixed deposits, costly electronic gadgets and
Jjewellery.

Corridor (IMEC) and said Cyprus, located at
the crossroads of three continents and the gateway to
Europe, stands ready to contribute actively to it.

The president also said that Cyprus and the Cypriot peo-
ple deeply value India's “"longstanding support in our
efforts to reunify Cyprus, and for your steadfast support
for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the Republic of Cyprus." "“Today's meeting stands as
confirmation that Cyprus and India are not simply
strengthening bilateral ties. We are building a partnership
with strategic depth and global relevance. For our coun-
tries, our peoples and for our respective regions,” he said.
In his comments, Modi described the defence and securi-
ty cooperation between the two nations as an important

district and Udhampur police following an
eviction order issued by the revenue authorities, officials
said

Taking to reporters, Sub Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO), Chenani DSP Sukhvir Singh said the property,
estimated to be worth around Rs 10 lakh belonged to a|
person repeatedly named in drug-peddling activities.
“We have received information against him on several
occasions regarding his involvement in drug peddling.|
Through today's action, we want to send a clear message,
that no drug peddler will be allowed to enjoy property|
acquired or developed through illegal activities," Singh|
said

He said police and civil authorities are identifying and
proceeding against illegal assets linked to drug traffickers.,
Properties found to be unlawfully built on state land are
being removed under relevant provisions of the Land|
Revenue Act, while other assets are being attached under|
applicable legal provisions, he added.

According to the officer, an FIR had earlier been regis-
tered against Dutt at Chenani police station on the basis of|
reports regarding his alleged involvement in drug traffick-
ing

The officer said the civil administration, acting through
the tehsildar, had recently ordered the eviction of the
encroached property, following which the joint demoli-
tion drive was undertaken.

The action forms part of the administration’s broader cam-
paign against drug trafficking and illegal encroachments|
in the district, officials added.

Woman sets...

investigations suggest that a strained relationship was the
reason behind the incident.

The officer said the woman's statement was recorded in
the hospital on Thursday night in the presence of a mag-
istrate.

“She told investigators that she had not spoken to her|
boyfriend for the past two to three days, as he was not|
answering her calls. She said that she had no intention to|
die but acted in a fit of anger," the officer said.

Police have registered a case and initiated further investi-
gation into the matter,

Army organises anti-drug awareness initiatives

'1“1.

NIN NEWS SERVICE Lower
JAMMU, MAY 22

Dogrian,
Indian Army conducted an

national elements to mislead
youth, especially in border
areas. Students were encour-
aged to focus on education,
sports and skill development for
a brighter and secure future.

At _Government High School,
Mardiyala Mohalla, Kalsa,
District Rajouri, an inter-school
debate competition was organ-
ised under the Nasha Mukt J&K
Abhiyan. Students ézartlclpated
enthusiastically and expressed
their views on the growing men-
ace of substance abuse, the
importance of awareness and
the role of society in building a
drug-free Jammu and Kashmir,
Teachers, local dignitaries and
Army officials appreciated the
confidence and awareness dis-
pla%/ed by the participants.

he winners of the debate

Poonch, the

MLA Arvind launches Vishwakarma
Sabha Hall renovation in Bakshi Nagar

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

MLA Jammu West Arvind
Gupta today inaugurated the
renovation and development
work of the Vishwakarma Sabha
Hall in Ward No. 28, Bakshi
Nagar. On the occasion, the
MLA announced a contribution
of  ?10 lakh  from his
Constituency Development
Fund (CDF) for the execution of
the project aimed at improving
community infrastructure and
public facilities in the area.
Addressing the gathering,
Arvind Gupta said that commu-
nity halls play an important role

“Vishwakarma Sabha Hall is

3

gratitude to the MLA for extend-

As part of its continued
efforts towards youth awareness
and the vision of Nasha Mukt
Bharat, the Indian Army organ-
ised anti-drug awareness activi-
ties at Lower Dogrian in District
Poonch and Mardiyala Mohalla,

Kalsa, in District Rajouri. At
Government Middle School,
o9 L]

awareness lecture on the theme
"Bad Effects of Drugs on Life."
The lecture aimed to educate
students about the physical,
psychological and social conse-
quences of drug addiction. The
speaker highlighted how drug
abuse affects health, careers
and families cautioned that nar-
cotics are being used by anti-

competition were felicitated
with certificates and prizes,
while all participants were
appreciated for their meaning-
ful contributions. Both events
concluded wi

spread awareness against drug
abuse and work collectively
towards a healthy, disciplined
and drug-free society.

in strengthening social harmony
and providing a platform for cul-
tural, social and public welfare
activities. He stated that the
development of public infra-
structure remains a priority for
the Jammu West constituency
and assured residents that more
developmental works would
continue in the coming months.

&8
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an important center for commu-
nity activities in Bakshi Nagar.
The renovation work will provide
better facilities to residents and
help in organizing social and
cultural programs in a proper
manner,” he said.

During the program, local
residents and members of the
Vishwakarma Sabha expressed

ing financial support and initiat-
ing the much-awaited work.
They said the upgraded hall
would greatly benefit the local
population and encourage com-
munity engagement in the area.

Prominent locals, Sabha
members and residents of Ward
No. 28 were also present during
the inauguration ceremony.
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DC Kishtwar finalises arrangements for Eid-ul-Azha Festival
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DC Samba chairs District Rent

KISHTWAR, MAY 22: Deputy
Commissioner Kishtwar Pankaj
Kumar Sharma today chaired a
meeting to review and finalize the
necessary arrangements for Eid-ul-
Azha festival. Detailed discussions
were held regarding security,
transportation, sanitation, uninter-
rupted water and power supply,
availability of essential commodi-
ties, healthcare services, traffic
regulation and other arrangements
for the smooth conduct of the fes-
tival. Beside government func-
tionaries, the meeting was attended
by members of Majlis-e-Shoura
Committee, who projected a wide
range of demands and require-
ments. The Deputy Commissioner
patiently listened to their demands
and issued on-the-spot directions
to the concerned departments. He
assured every possible support
from the district administration

Offn:er and AC Lsgal Mstrulogy
to intensify market inspections to
keep a check on black marketing,
overcharging and the quality of
mutton, vegetables, bakery items,
sweets, fruits and other essential

Kishtwar. The Deputy
C issi i a team
comprising Tehsildar, DySP
Headquarters, CEO Municipal
Council, Desit Food Safety

e The TSO was
directed to ensure that mutton and
chicken are sold strictly at govern-

Jan Bhagidaari Week: NMBA awareness
camp held at Panchayat Chapper Dudu

t-approved rates of mutton

UDHAMPUR, MAY 22:
As part of the ongoing Jan
Bhagidaari 'Sabse Door,

(Saafi) at Rs 550 psr kilogram and
dressed chicken at Rs 200 per kilo-
gram. To maintain cleanliness and
avoid traffic congestion, the
Deputy Commissioner directed the
CEO Municipal Council and
Tehsildar to ensure that sacrificial
animals are not sold near the Main
Jamia Masjid. Further, all district
and sectoral officers were directed

BHADERWAH,

to nominate nodal officers in their
respective departments for regular
monitoring and coordination dur-
ing the festive period. The CEO
Municipal Council was directed to
undertake extensive sanitation dri-
ves, including lime lining and
cleaning of lanes, drains, areas
around mosques and the Chowgan
Ground (Eidgah). The Executive
Engineer, Jal Shakti Department
was directed to ensure uninterrupt-
ed supply of chlorinated drinking
water to the town and adjoining
areas, particularly at mosques and
Chowgan  Ground  (Eidgah)
Directions were also issued for the
deployment of water tankers at
Chowgan Ground, ITI and other
required locations. The Executive
Engineer, JPDCL was directed to
ensure an uninterrupted power
supply during the auspicious days
of Eid-ul-Azha. The Chief Medical
Officer was instructed to keep
ambulances, medical teams and
paramedical staff available at
Chowgan Ground (Eidgah) and
other major congregation.

Assessment Committee Meeting

SAMBA, MAY 22 Deputy CUmmISSIDnEY
Samba Ayushi Sudan today chaired a
meeting of the District Rent Assessment
Committee (DRAC) to review and delib-
erate upon rent assessment proposals per-
taining to private buildings presently rent-
ed by the government departments across
the district. The Committee examined 14
rent assessment cases related to buildings
being utilized by different government
departments, including the Health
Department, Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs Department and other
offices. The proposals were reviewed in
detail, taking into consideration prescribed
norms, infrastructure facilities, adminis-
trative requirements and supporting docu-
mentation. After detailed deliberations, the
Committee approved 12 cases, while two
cases were deferred for incomplete docu-

mentation and procedural deficiencies
The Deputy Commissioner directed the
concerned departments to address the
shortcomings and resubmit the cases for
consideration at the earliest. Emphasizing
transparency, accountability and due dili-
gence in the utilization of rented accom-
modations for government purposes, the
Deputy Commissioner instructed all dis-
trict officers to ensure thorough verifica-
tion of documents and conduct indepen-
dent assessments before finalizing rental
arrangements and forwarding proposals to
the Committee. The meeting was
attended by  Additional  Deputy
C issioner, Assistant Ci issi
Revenue, District Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs Officer, Executive
Engineer PWD, Chief Medical Officer,
Chief Agriculture Officer.

JU's Bhaderwah Campus hosts awareness skit on perils
of substance abuse, promotes "Nasha Mukt Bharat

MAY 22:
Bhaderwah Campus of University

towards education, sports and con-
structive activities for building a

Sabse Pehle week long
campaign, an awareness
camp on the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA)
was organised today at
Panchayat Chapper in
Dudu  subdivision  of
Udhampur district.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Prem Singh
and SDM Dr. Manmeet
Kumar sensitized the pub-
lic about the importance of
community participation
and the objectives of the
NMBA campaign.

The event witnessed active
participation from locals
and served as an effective
platform for awareness
generation against drug
abuse in the remote and
tribal area. Additionally,
the camp facilitated direct
interaction between the

tribal population and the
government departments,
enabling people to avail
information and services at
their doorstep. Several
government departments
set up stalls to disseminate
information regarding wel-
fare schemes and citizen-
centric services.

On-the-spot registrations
under financial inclusion

and other government
schemes were also con-
ducted.

Awareness sessions under
the ongoing 100-Day
Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
were organised to educate
youth and locals about the
harmful effects of sub-
stance abuse and the
importance of leading a
healthy and drug-free life.

of Jammu today organized a high-
ly impactful Nukkad Natak (Skit)
on the theme “Nasha Mukt Bharat"
here in the Campus's Lal Ded
Auditorium. The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation
from students of Little Angel
School and the School of
Education Bhaderwah Campus.
Their thought-provoking perfor-
mances delivered a strong social
message against the growing men-
ace of drugs in society. The skits
were highly appreciated by the
audience for their realistic portray-
al and powerful message. Campus
Rector Prof. Rahul Gupta stressed
the collective responsibility of
educational institutions, parents,
society and law enforcement agen-
cies in combating the serious chal-
lenge. He appreciated the efforts of
the students and organizers for tak-
ing up such a socially relevant ini-
tiative and termed awareness as the
strongest weapon in the fight
against drugs Additional

Supsrlntendsnt of Police Vinod
Sharma, who was the Chief Guest
on the occasion, spoke extensively
on the devastating impact of drug
addiction on individuals, families
and society. He appreciated the
students who presented the skits
for conveying such a beautiful and
meaningful message through their
performances. He also urged the
youth to remain vigilant and stay
away from substance abuse. SDPO
Naveed Showkat Qazi, the guest of

honour, also addresssd the gather-
ing and emphasized the impor-
tance of awareness campaigns and
community participation in eli

nating the drug menace from so

ety. He stated that educational
institutions play a vital role in
shaping the mindset of youth and
such awareness programmes help
students understand the long-term
consequences of addiction. He fur-
ther appealed to the younger gen-
eration to channelize their energy

progressive and healthy society.
Head of the Department of English
and Officiating I/C Campus Prof.
Rakesh Sharma appreciated the
initiative undertaken by the
Campus in creating awareness
among students and society. He
highlighted that drug abuse not
only destroys the future of individ-
uals but also weakens the social
fabric of communities. He encour-
aged students to act as ambas-
sadors of social change and active-
ly participate in campaigns aimed
at spreading awareness against
substance abuse. Dr. Kuljit Singh,
Academic Coordinator presented
the formal welcome address. He
emphasized that institutions of
higher learning have a social
responsibility to educate students
not only academically but also
morally and socially. External
Relations Officer Arif Khateeb
highlighted the continuous efforts
of Bhaderwah Campus in generat-
ing awareness

MD JPDCL,

DC review progress

of Power Sector schemes in Doda

DODA, MAY 22: The
implementation and
progress of Power Sector
Projects in district Doda
was reviewed today here at
a meeting chaired by
Managing Director Jammu
Power Development
Corporation Limited
(JPDCL) Gurpal Singh
Arora and Deputy
Commissioner Krishan Lal
held at the Conference Hall
of DC Office Complex. At
the outset, functionaries
from the district gave a
detailed presentation on the
progress achieved under
Revamped  Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS),
Smart Metering and Solar
Penal Installations under
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli

officers

Yojana in the district. The
reviewed
Distribution Transformer
meter installation updates
with feeder-wise progress,

installation status of smart
meters and the status of
existing tower infrastruc-
ture. The implementation
of PM Surya Ghar Muft

the

Process initiated for rationalization of
Polling Stations in AC-51 Bhaderwah

BHADERWAH, MAY 22: The process for
rationalization of Polling Stations, includ-
ing new creation, change of location and
nomenclature under the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) has been set rolling for
AC-51 Bhadarwah. In this regard,
Additional ~ Deputy ~ Commissioner
(Electoral Registration Officer (ERO)
Sunil Kumar Bhutyal convened a meeting
with representatives from different politi-
cal parties. He urged them to appoint
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) and submit
their names to the Election authorities for
smooth conduct of electoral revision
works. “The role of BLAs is important in
assisting the Election authorities during
revision of electoral rolls and polling relat-
ed activities," he said. The political parties
were also asked to submit details of
polling stations that require rationalization
or change of location, besides demands for
creation of new polling stations, as per
Election Commission of India (ECI)
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guidelines. Officials informed that under
the latest ECI guidelines, the maximum
limit of voters for a polling station in rural
areas has been fixed at 1200 electors. "A
Polling station having more than 1200 vot-
ers may be proposed for creation of addi-
tional or a new polling station to ensure
smooth voting and reduce inconvenience
to voters,” he added.

Bijli Yojana in Doda,
Bhaderwah and Gandoh
divisions was also compre-
hensively reviewed.
Discussions  were held
regarding challenges faced
during execution of works,
public response, technical
issues and  measures
required for ensuring time-
ly completion of the pro-

jects. Special emphasis
was laid on enhancing
transparency,  reducing
transmission losses,

strengthening power infra-
structure and promoting
renewable energy adoption
among households. The
Managing Director JPDCL.
directed the JPDCL offi-
cers, executing agencies
and vendors to achieve the

targets within the stipulat-
ed time frame while main-
taining quality standards in
all ongoing works. He
stressed the need for gener-
ating mass awareness
regarding the benefits of
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana. The concerned
department was asked to
organise awareness camps
across the district to edu-
cate consumers about the
benefits of rooftop solar
installations and smart
metering. The MD also
directed banks to expedite
the disbursement of loan
cases under the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yujana to

GDC Katra organises
Nukkad Natak under NMBA

REASI, MAY 22: The
NCORD Committee of
Government Degree
College Katra in collabora-
tion with the NSS Unit
organized a Nukkad Natak
in the College Campus
under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan to spread
awareness among students
and faculty —members
against drug abuse and
promote a healthy and
addiction-free society.

The programme was con-
ducted under the leader-
ship of the Principal Dr.
Rajni Bhagat. The event
witnessed good participa-
tion from students of BA
SEM. Il and faculty mem-
bers who hi

enable the iciaries to
avail timely financial assis-
tance

the
harmful effects of sub-
stance abuse through an

impactful street play. The
programme aimed to sensi-
tize the youth and general
public about the social,
psychological and eco-
nomic consequences of
drug addiction and encour-
aged everyone to con-
tribute towards building a
drug-free nation.

Dr. Usha Sharma and Prof.
Mohammad Younus

Saleem coordinated the
programme efficiently and

motivated  students to
actively participate in
awareness activities under
the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan. Speaking on the
occasion, the Principal
appreciated the efforts of
the NSS volunteers and
organizers for using cre-
ative mediums

Training imparted to Supporting Staff of Legal

Aid Defence Counsels of DLSA Udhampur

UDHAMPUR, MAY 22: In com-
pliance with the directions of the
Member Secretary, Jammu &
Kashmir Legal Services Authority,
the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) Udhampur,
organized a training programme
for the newly engaged supporting
staff of the Legal Aid Defence
Counsel (LADC), here today. The
programme was conducted at the
Conference Hall, District Court
Complex, under the guidance of
Chairperson  District  Legal
Services Authority and Principal
District & Sessions Judge Kalpana
Revo and under the overall super-
vision of Secretary, District Legal
Services ~ Authority ~ Sumati
Sharma. The training was coordi-
nated by Chief Legal Aid Defence
Counsel Pawan Gupta. He empha-

sized the critical role of supporting
staff in ensuring timely legal assis-
tance and facilitating effective
coordination  between defence
counsel and beneficiaries. He also
highlighted that well-trained sup-
port personnel are essential to the
effective functioning of the Legal
Aid Defence Counsel System
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(LADCS) and to the

duty roster procedures and the
operational aspects and workflows
of the LADCS. Practical guidance
and best-practice tips were impart-
ed to help staff streamline docu-
mentation and case-tracking and to
ensure compliance with applicable
procedures and standards. Further,
the Chief LADC urged participants
to maintain strict confidentiality in
all matters, to enhance client com-
munication and to adopt systemat-
ic documentation practices to

rights of under trial and indigent
clients. The training curriculum
addressed key operational and
administrative areas necessary for
efficient legal aid delivery. Topics
covered included case-file man-
agement; client interviewing tech-
niques; accurate record-keeping;

expedite to undertrial
and indigent clients. The pro-
gramme brought together the
newly engaged supporting staff of
the LADC and is expected to con-
tribute significantly to improved
access to justice and more effec-
tive delivery of legal aid services

in the district.
o® o0
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BJP questions NC silence over Ravinder
Raina's "Transfer Raj" allegations

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

spokesperson

Abhueet Jasrotia on Thursday
questioned the silence of the
ruling National Conference gov-
ernment over serious allegations
raised by senior BJP leader
Ravinder Raina regardlng the
ongoing "transfer raj" in Jammu
and Kashmir.

In a statement issued here,
Jasrotia said that Ravinder
Raina had alleged that the pre-
sent government was "making

oney by merely shifting offi-
cers from one place to another,"
and asked why the J&K
National Conference leadership
was not responding to these
allegations in a clear and trans-
parent manner.

Jasrotia said the repeated
transfers of officers and employ-
ees had created uncertainty and
fear within the administration
and raised serious concerns
about the functioning of the gov-
ernment. He alleged that

instead of concentrating on gov-
ernance and public welfare, the
administration was busy in
large-scale reshuffling of " offi-
cials. The BJP spokesperson
further claimed that honest offi-
cers and bureaucrats were
being pressured and victimised
through arbitrary transfers. He
said such actions reflected polit-
ical interference in the function-
ing of the administration and
were damaging the morale of
government employees.

Awareness Programme on Nasha Mukt
by Faculty of Dairy Technology,

JAMMU, MAY 22

Faculty of Dairy Technology,
SKUAST-Jammu successfully
organized an awareness cam-
paign under the "Nasha Mukt
Abhiyan", a 100-day initiative
launched on April 11, 2026 by
Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha. The programme
was organized under the guid-
ance and dynamic leadership of
Prof. B.N. Tripathi, Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, to educate students
about the harmful effects of
drug abuse and promote a
healthy, disciplined and drug-
free lifestyle among the youth.
Dr. J.S. Soodan encouraged the
students to become responsible
citizens and actively contribute
towards the vision of a drug-free
India under the Nasha Mukt
Abhiyan. He emphasized that
the youth play a crucial role in
spreading awareness and creat-
ing a healthy and progressive
society.The initiative reinforced
the collective commitment
towards building a healthier and
drug-free  society.The pro-
gramme witnessed enthusiastic
participation from the under-
graduate students of Dairy
Technology. Various student-
centered activities were orga-
nized to effectively convey the
message of a drug-free society,
includingSpeech Competition,
Poster Making Competition,
Skit/Role Play Performances
and Awareness Presentations

and Interactive Sessions

During the speech competi-
tion, students highlighted the
physical, mental, social and
psychological consequences of
drug addiction and emphasized
the importance of staying away
from substance abuse. The par-
ticipants also discussed preven-
tive measures and the role of
youth in spreading awareness
within society. The programme
was conducted in the gracious
presence ofDr. J.S. Soodan,

Dean, Faculty of  Dairy
Technology; Dr. Surnl Kumar,

Head, Division of Dairy
Technologyand other faculty
members including Dr. Alka
Parmar, Dr. Sabahu Noor, Dr.
Banashree, Dr. Seerat Gupta,

"Why is the government silent
on the allegations made by
Ravinder Raina? If there is no
wrongdoing, the government
should come clean before the
people of Jammu and Kashmir,"
Jasrotia said.

He also criticised the reported
remarks regarding the use of a
"transfer whip" on bureaucrats,
terming them unfortunate and
against the spirit of transparent
governance.

Jasrotia alleged that the pre-
sent system of transfers was
encouraging corruption and
political patronage, while gen-
uine public issues like unem-
ployment, development, infra-
structure, and tourism were
being ignored.

Dr Abhijeet Jasrotia reiterat-
ed that the BJP would continue
to raise its voice against any
attempt to misuse the adminis-
trative machinery and would
stand firmly with honest govern-
ment employees and bureau-
crats in Jammu and Kashmir.

Abhiyan organized
SKUAST-J

Dr. Akshay Deep, Dr. Ruchika
Zalpouri, Dr. Goldy Bhagat, Dr.
Mahrukh andDr. Shaista, who
appreciated the efforts of the
organizing committee and
encouraged students to actively
participate in social awareness
initiatives.

Dr. Sunil Kumar also moti-
vated the students to stay away
from substance abuse and
adopt positive habits that con-
tribute to personal growth, aca-
demic excellence and social
well-being. The campaign con-
cluded successfully with a
strong message emphasizing the
importance of staying away from
drugs and adopting healthy
habits for the betterment of
individuals and society.

Swami Ram Swarup Ji elucidates divine
message of Yajurveda at Ved Mandir Yajna

YOL, MAY 22

The spiritually vibrant atmos-
phere at Ved Mandir, Yol
(Himachal Pradesh), continued
to inspire devotees and seekers
as the 78-day Yajna Anushthan
of the four Vedas entered its
41st day today. On the occasion,
renowned Vedic scholar and
Yogacharya Swami Ram Swarup
Ji delivered an in-depth dis-
course on Yajurveda Mantra
1/1, explaining its profound rel-
evance in human life and social
welfare.

Addressing the gathering of
disciples, devotees and inquisi-
tive listeners, Swami Ji said that
every individual desirous of
attaining the highest results
from righteous actions must
remain connected to God
through Yajna, prayer and Vedic
knowledge. He explained that
the mantra teaches humanity to
dedicate all senses, thoughts,
inner consciousness and life
energies towards the perfor-
mance of noble deeds as pre-
scribed in the Vedas.

Swami Ji emphasized that
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the Almlghty. being the creator
and sustainer of the universe, is
the ultimate source of happl»

ness, peace and prosperity.
Therefore, human beings should
pray that their entire life
remains devoted to the perfor-
mance of supreme Yajna karma
and virtuous conduct. He
remarked that the Vedas do not
merely advocate rituals, but
guide mankind towards disci-
plined living, selfless service,
purity of thought and universal
welfare.

Explaining the deeper mean-
ing of the mantra, Swami Ji
stated that all four Vedas
describe Yajna as the most ben-
eficial and welfare-oriented
action for every living being. He
noted that Yajna creates an
atmosphere of positivity, harmo-
ny and spiritual awakening
whlle simultaneously inspiring
individuals to work for collective
well-being.

He further said that the
mantra contains a sincere
prayer before God for food,
noble aspirations, energy,
wealth, wisdom and spiritual

strength. According to Swami Ji,
true prosperity is not limited to
material possessions alone but
includes purity of mind, good
health, righteous conduct and
knowledge rooted in truth.

Highlighting the social mes-
sage embedded in the mantra,
Swami Ji explained that the
prayer seeks a healthy, disease-
free and virtuous society where
people live peacefully without
violence, hatred or exploitation.
He added that the Vedic prayer
also seeks protection for cows
and other ‘innocent animals,
symbolising compassion and
preservation of moral values in
society.

Swami Ji stressed that the
mantra prays for the eradication
of sinful tendencies, theft and
wickedness from society so that
social harmony and justice may
prevail. He said that the Vedic
philosophy always advocates
the protection of the weak,
respect for learned people and
safeguarding of animals and
natural resources.

Calling Yajurveda Mantra 1/1
a "divine ready-made prayer
bestowed by God Himself,"
Swami Ram Swarup Ji stated
that the Vedas provide clear
guidance for attalrung happi-
ness and peace in life. He said
that God has instructed
mankind to approach learned
Acharyas for acquiring Vedic
knowledge and to participate in
Yajna with devotion and under-
standing for the welfare of all
humanity.The discourse con-
cluded with devotees offering
oblations in the sacred fire amid
the chanting of Vedic mantras,
creating a deeply spiritual and
devotional environment at the
Ved Mandir premises.

NIN NEWS SERVICE
KATHUA, MAY 22

BJP MLA from Jasrota con-
stituency Rajiv Jasrotia today
gave a fresh push to rural infra-
structure  development by
launching PMGSY road perma-
nent restoration works and
inaugurating two key road pro-
jects in Hatli Zone of the con-
stituency.The total cost of the
developmental package
announced and initiated under
PMGSY stands at ?67 lakh,
aimed at improving road con-
nectivity, easing transportation
issues and strengthening basic
infrastructure in rural areas.

The MLA formally inaugurat-
ed two important road restora-
tion projects including Halti to
Badoli road, sanctioned at Rs.8
lakh, and Tridwan road, sanc-
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Jasrotia launches PMGSY road restoration
works worth Rs 67 lakh in Hatli Zone

tioned at Rs.12 lakh. These
works are part of the ongoing
efforts to restore damaged rural
road stretches and ensure safe
and smooth movement of people
and vehicles.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajiv Jasrotia said that road
connectivity is the backbone of
rural development and the gov-
ernment is committed to ensur-
ing that even the remotest vil-
lages receive durable and all-
weather road facilities. He said
that timely restoration of roads
will directly benefit farmers, stu-
dents and daily commuters who
depend heavily on rural link
roads. In addition to the inaugu-
ration, the MLA directed the
concerned PMGSY and PWD
authorities to immediately start
work on several additional
development projects in Hatli

Zone.These include Rasoo to
Dukhat road project worth
Rs.20 lakh, Sowla road project
worth Rs.12 lakh, Link Road
Talad project worth Rs.8 lakh,
and infrastructure development
and repair works at Middle
School Hatli worth Rs.7 lakh.

He instructed officials to
ensure that all works are exe-
cuted in a time-bound and
transparent manner without
compromising on quality stan-
dards. He emphasized that field
monitoring and regular inspec-
tions must be carried out so
that public money is used effec-
tively and development benefits
reach the grassroots level.

Rajiv Jasrotia further stated
that strengthening both road
infrastructure and educational
facilities remains a top priority.
He said that improvement in
school infrastructure at Hatli
will help create a better learning
environment for students in
rural areas and contribute to
long-term social development.

Local residents appreciated
the initiative and expressed sat-
isfaction over the commence-
ment of long-pending works.
They said that better road con-
nectivity  will  significantly
reduce travel difficulties and
improve access to essential ser-
vices such as healthcare, educa-
tion and markets.Senior BJP
leaders, officials from PMGSY
and PWD departments, and
local representatives were pre-
sent during the inauguration
and direction programme.

Shiv Sena seeks Maharaja Gulab Singh
portraits at Jammu Al rport Railway Station

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

Continuing its ongoing cam-
paign "Har Ghar Dogra - Har
Daftar Maharaja", aimed at pre-
serving the glorlous history,
Dogra heritage, and honouring
the founder and first Maharaja
of Jammu & Kashmir, Maharaja
Gulab Singh Ji, the Jammu &
Kashmir unit of Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray),
under the leadership of J&K
President Manish Sahni, today
submitted memorandums to
senior officials of the Railway
and Airport authorities.

A delegation of party leaders
met Jammu Airport Director
Devender Yadav and Senior
Divisional Commercial Manager
(Sr. DCM) of the Jammu &
Kashmir (Jammu Tawi) Division
of Indian Railways, Uchit
Singhal, requesting allocation of
suitable space within the rail-
way station and airport premis-
es for the respectful installation
of a grand portralt of Maharaja
Gulab Singh Ji

Speaking on the occasion,
Manish Sahni stated that
installing portraits of Maharaja
Gulab Singh Ji at prominent
public places such as Jammu

Railway Station and Jammu
Airport would help visitors from
across the country learn about
the rich history of Jammu &
Kashmir, the pride of Dogra her-
itage, and the immense contri-
bution of Maharaja Sahib in the
formation of the state. Sahni
clarified that the campaign is
completely non-political  in
nature and is purely a sincere
effort to preserve the historical
and cultural identity of Jammu
& Kashmir while paying due
respect to Maharaja Gulab
Singh Ji.

He  further

said  that

Maharaja Gulab Singh Ji was
not merely a ruler, but the
architect of modern Jammu &
Kashmir, whose contribution
deserves proper recognition at
public institutions. During the
meeting, the Shiv Sena delega-
tion also presented grand por-
traits of Maharaja Gulab Singh
Ji to Jammu Airport Director
Devender Yadav and Railway
Sr. DCM Uchit Singhal as a
mark of respect and remem-
brance. On this occasion
Sanjeev Kohli (working presi-
dent) , Sanjay Bhatt ( Gen
Secretary (Org.) We're present.

Rohiin Chandan slams Rahul
Gandhi over ""Pro-Pakistan' remarks

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
District Jammu South Media
Secretary Rohiin Chandan today
launched a sharp and scathing
attack on Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, stating that his recent
language and utterances dan-
gerously mirror the narrative of
Pakistan and the terror ele-
ments supported by that coun-
try. Chandan described Rahul
Gandhi's remarks as highly irre-
sponsible and accused him of
exposing his "anarchic and divi-
sive” mindset that threatens the
democratic fabric of the nation.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, Rohiin Chandan said, "In
the rich tradition of Indian poll»
tics, which has always been
gulded by integrity, mutual
respect, ~and  constructive
debate, the kind of indecent and
inflammatory language being
used by Rahul Gandhi is com-
pletely unacceptable. Such
rhetoric not only lowers the dig-
nity of public discourse but also
emboldens anti-national forces.
It is deeply regrettable that a
leader from a national party is
speaking in a manner that
aligns more with Pakistan's pro-
paganda than with the asplra»
tions of 140 crore Indians.”

Chandan further highlighted
that the frustration and political
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despair
Congress's repeated electoral
defeats are now clearly visible in

stemming

Rahul Gandhi's statements.
"Instead of introspecting on why
the people of India have consis-
tently rejected the Congress
party, Rahul Gandhi continues
to make baseless and dangerous
allegations. This reflects a com-
plete disconnect from ground
realities and the aspirations of
the common citizen," he added.

The BJP leader drew a sharp
contrast between the Congress
era and the transformative lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. "While Rahul
Gandhi's ancestors had mort-
gaged the country's land and
compromised its conscience
through weak policies and

appeasement politics, today
under the decisive and visionary
leadership of the Honorable PM
Narendra Modi, India's sover-
eignty is firmly secured. Our
borders are strong, national
security is uncompromising,
and the confidence of every citi-
zen has been immensely
strengthened,” Chandan assert-
ed. Rohiin Chandan emphasized
that Prime Minister Modi's gov-
ernment has ushered in an era
of self-reliance, transparency,
and national pride. From the
abrogation of Article 370 to sur-
gical strikes and the Balakot
airstrike, the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment has demonstrated zero
tolerance towards terrorism. "It
is under Modi ji's leadership
that India has emerged as a
global power that commands
respect on the world stage. The
people of Jammu and Kashmir,
in particular, have witnessed
unprecedented development,
peace, and integration with the
rest of the country after the his-
toric decision of 2019," he said.

The media secretary appealed
to all nationalist forces to unite
against such divisive politics.
"The Congress party and its
leadership must understand
that the era of dynastic arro-
gance and anti-national rhetoric
is over. The people of India have
chosen development.
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Bhalla blasts J&K UT, Centre over ""complete
governance collapse™ and publlc suffering

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

JKPCC
President m
Bhalla on Thursday
launched a scathing
attack on both the J&K

Government and
nion

Government accusing
them of falllng the peo-
ple on every major
front, including
employment  genera-
tion, regularization of
daily wagers, restora-
tion of statehood,
inflation control and
strengthening of basic
infrastructure in rural
and urban areas alike.

Addressing a large
public meeting organ-
ised at_Darsopur in

South,
Bhalla expressed seri-
ous concern over the
growing  frustration
and alienation among
unemployed youth due
to the absence of fresh
recruitment drives and
lack of employment
opportunities in
Jammu and Kashmir,
The programme was
organised
Gurmeet Singh, Block
President Miran Sahlb
under
Presldentshlp of Neeraj
an, District
Presldent Rural
Jammu and Incharge
Jarnrnu R.S. Pura
outh, along with
Amrlt Bali.The meeting
witnessed enthusiastic
participation from

Working
Raman

Congress  workers,
local residents and
prominent party lead-
ers who discussed var-
ious public welfare
issues and deliberated

network and public
outreach programmes.

Speaking on the
occasion, Bhalla
alleged that the gov-
ernments at the Centre
and in the Union
Territory have com-
pletely failed to
address the pressing
issues confronting
common people. He
said despite repeated
promises made to
unemployed youth, no
substantial ~ recruit-
ment process has been
initiated, resulting in
increasing despair
among educated young
men and women.

He further criticized
the administration for
failing to regularize
thousands of daily
wagers, casual labour-

ers and adhoc employ-
ees working in differ-
government
departments for years.
Bhalla said ‘these
employees have been
rendering essential
services
extremely dlﬁlcult con-
ditions, yet their gen-
uine demands contin-
ue to be ignored."The
youth of Jammu and
Kashmir are feeling
betrayed due to unful-
filled ‘promises regard-
ing jobs and economic
opportunities.  Daily
wagers and adhoc
employees are stru
gllng or survival while
government
remalns indifferent to
their plight,” he said.
Bhalla also raised
concern over unsched-
uled power cuts and
irregular water supply
affecting both rural
and urban popula-
tions. He said people
are facing immense
hardships during the
ongoing summer sea-

son due to prolonged
electricity outages and

inadequate rinking
ater supply.He
accused the admlnls»
tration of failing to
strengthen essential
public services and
pointed towards acute
staff shortages in hos-
itals, schools and col-
ges across Jammu

Kashmir,
Accordlng to Bhalla,
the shortage of doc-
tors, paramedical staff,
teachers and profes-
sors has badly affected
healthcare and educa-
tional institutions,
thereby putting the
future of students and
the health of patients
at risk.

Targetlng the Union
Government over the
delay in restoration of
statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir, Bhalla
said the people were
repeatedly assured
that statehood would
be restored at the ear-
liest, but no concrete

steps have been taken
so far. He termed the
delay as a betrayal of
public trust and demo-
cratic _aspirations.The
Congress leader fur-
ther attacked the gov-
ernment over rising
inflation and increas-
ing prices of essential
commodities. He said
skyrocketing prices of
petrol and diesel have
imposed an unbear-
able burden on the
common masses and
also triggered price
rise in other essential
goods and services.
Bhalla alleged that
shortage of LPG cylin-
ders and rising prices
of cooking gas have
further worsened the
condition of poor and
middle-class families
already struggling with
economic distress. He
added that farmers,
labourers, traders and
salaried classes are all

suffering due to
unchecked inflation
and

governance.Highlighti
ng the poor condition
of infrastructure,
Bhalla said roads,
drainage systems,
healthcare facilities
and civic_amenities in
both  villages and
towns continue to
remain neglected. He
alleged that despite
tall claims of develop-
ment, the ground real-
ity presents a com-
pletely different.
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Political patronage cannot

override g

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

Senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
leader Raman Suri

strongly supported the
ongoing anti-encroach-
ment and demolition
drive across Jammu
and Kashmir, saying
the protection of
Jammu's "green lungs”
is essential for future
generations and cannot
be compromised under
any pressure. He said
no one intending to
encroach upon forest
land, state land or
Khad areas should be
encouraged, particular-
ly when issues of pub-
lic safety and national
security are involved.
Raman Suri said the
recent action against
illegal  constructions
near Mahamaya
Temple, highway
bridges and railway
lines was necessary to
safeguard forest land
from large-scale
encroachment. He
asserted that forest
land belongs to the
people and must
remain protected from
illegal occupation and
environmental destruc-
tion at all costs.
Highlighting
environmental impact,
Suri said Jammu is
already witnessing
rapid urban expansion
and shrinking green
cover. "If strict action

the
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had not been initiated
now, vast stretches of

forest belts around
Jammu city would
have disappeared

under illegal construc-
tions. Forests are the
green lungs of Jammu
and are vital for ecolog-
ical balance, clean air

and groundwater
recharge,” he said.
The BJP leader

appreciated  Vikram
ndhawa for raising
the issue at the appro-
priate time and bring-
ing the matter into
public and administra-
tive focus before fur-
ther damage could take
place. He said timely
intervention helped
prevent deeper
encroachment into pro-
tected forest zones
around Jammu city.
Raman Suri also
criticized certain self-
styled leaders who,
according to him, are
trying to project them-
selves as "saviours"
while indirectly sup-
porting encroachers for

ovt action: Raman

political interests. He
said these leaders are
making statements

against the system and
administration but
remain silent on ram-
pant encroachment of
forest land, state land
and Khad areas.

He asserted that the
law of the land does not
permit illegal occupa-
tion of government or
forest land and this
principle will continue
to prevail irrespective
of political pressure or
misleading narratives.
"The government is
already in possession
of a long list of
encroachers and the
present action is_only
the beginning. Every
individual involved in
illegal occupation of
protected land will
eventually face the
law," Suri stated.

Calling for the anti-
encroachment drive to
continue in a transpar-
ent and non-political
manner, Suri  said
accountability must
also_be fixed wherever
negligence or collusion
is found. He sought
investigation into how
illegal  constructions
were allowed to come
up on forest land and
whether any officials or
departments facilitated
them by providing civic
or utility connections.

Urging citizens to
cooperate with the
administration in pre-
serving forest.

Sat, Ashok review ongoing, and discuss
forthcoming party programmes

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MAY 22

Bharatiya Janata Party,
Jammu & Kashmir, held an
organizational meeting at the
party headquarters, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu, to discuss forth-
coming programmes and
strengthen preparations at the
booth and district levels across
Jammu & Kashmir.

J&K BJP President and Rajya
Sabha MP Sat Sharma chaired a
party office bearers' meeting,
accompanied by General
Secretary (Organization) Ashok
Koul, former Dy Chief Minister
Dr. Nirmal Singh, General
Secretaries  Sanjita Dogra,

Mohammad Anwar Khan, and

Gopal Mahajan. State office
bearers, spokespersons, Morcha
teams, district Prabharis,
Presidents, and Seh-Prabharis,
and other senior functionaries
attended the meeting. Sat
Sharma, while addressing the
meeting, emphasized that regu-
lar organizational meetings are
essential for maintaining coordi-
nation, discipline, and effective
execution of party programmes
at every level. He said that the
BJP, as a cadre-based and ide-
ology-driven party, continuously
evolves and strengthens itself
through consistent interaction,
training, and public outreach
programmes. Sharma held an

in- depth discussion on the
ongoing “Prashikshan
Mahabhiyan” and stressed the
importance of equipping party
workers with ideological clarity,
organizational skills, and public
engagement capabilities. He
also briefed the leaders about
the forthcoming programmes,
including “Mann Ki Baat”,
International Yoga Day, “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam”, and the obser-
vance of Balidan Diwas of Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee on
June 23 at the booth level. He
said that Dr. Mookerjee’s sacri-
fice for the complete integration
of Jammu & Kashmir with the
nation remains a guiding inspi-
ration for every BJP worker.
Laying special emphasis on
the successful conduct of
“Mann Ki Baat”, Sat Sharma
asked all district presidents,
district prabharis, seh-prab-
haris, Shakti Kendra teams, and
booth-level workers to ensure
maximum public participation
and enthusiastic involvement in
every programme. He said that
the strength of the BJP lies in its
booth-level structure and collec-
tive teamwork. Appreciating the
dedicated efforts of party work-
ers in successfully conducting
recent programmes, he urged
the cadre to work with renewed
energy and commitment for the
upcoming organizational.

Army, Jammu Kashmir Police organises foot

NIN NEWS SERVICE
NOWSHERA, MAY 22

On Friday, the Indian Army
and Jammu Kashmir Police
organized an awareness foot
march under the drug-free cam-
paign. The foot march was
flagged off by ADC Nowshera
Dr.Pritam Thapa, Indian Army
officers, ASP Nowshera Baljit
Singh, SDPO Nowshera Sahil
Mahajan, Station House Officer
Nowshera Arjun Mangotra,
Principal Government Higher
Secondary School Nowshera.
The foot march started from
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Government Higher Secondary
School (Boys) Nowshera, passed
through Shanti Nagar Chowk,
Gujral Chowk, Jhangar Chowk
and Subhash Kapoor Chowk,

via Christ_School and ended
ack at Government Higher
Secondary School (Boys)
Nowshera. School children, civil
police and local administration
participated in the foot march.
Members of the Indian Army
Artillery Unit in Nowshera also
participated.The march aimed
to spread awareness about the
harmful effects of substance
abuse and reinforce the mes-

march as part of the drug free campaign

sage of a drug-free and healthy
society. The marchers carried
placards and chanted slogans to
encourage youth and the wider
community’ to stay away from
drugs. The march emphasized
the harmful effects of drug
abuse, the importance of educa-
tion, and the collective responsi-
blllty of institutions and citizens
in building a safe future. The
event showcased close coordina-
tion between the Indian Army,
civil administration, police
authorities, and the education
community.

Such joint civilian awareness
efforts are examples of military-
civilian cooperation and com-
munity-based awareness build-
ing in response to social chal-
lenges. Speaking on the occa-
sion, civil administration offi-
cials, including Adc Nowshera
and Asp Nowshera emphasized
that the fight against drug
abuse requires sustained public
participation, especially from
youth, parents, teachers, and
community leaders. He com-
mended the Nowshera-based
Artillery Unit for successfully
organising the rally and bring-
ing together all stakeholders.

Yudhvir Sethi flags off Ration vehicles for Maha
Kaali temple Bhandara at Sohal Gulab Garh

NIN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU,MAY 22

In a spiritually uplifting and
soclally slgnlflcant programme,
ML, East Yudhvir
Sethi, along W|th Braham Jyot
Satti, flagged off vehicles loaded
with dry ration for the grand
Bhandara being organised at
the revered Maha Kaali Temple,
Sohal Gulab Garh.The
Bhandara is being organised by
Shree Panchmukhi Sewa Dal for
the service of pilgrims and devo-
tees visiting the holy shrine,
reflecting the spirit of selfless
service and community partici-
pation deeply rooted in the cul-
tural and spiritual traditions of
the region. Members of Shree
Panchmukhi Sewa Dal warmly
welcomed the dignitaries and
presented a portrait of Mindal
Mata as a mark of respect and
devotion. Before the flag-off cer-
emony, the dignitaries per-
formed traditional religious ritu-
als and offered prayers at the
shrine of Mata Kaali, seeking
blessings for peace, prosperity
and well-being of all devotees
undertaking the pilgrimage.

The atmosphere during the
ceremony resonated with devo-
tional fervour as chants and
hymns filled the surroundings,
creating a spiritually charged
environment.Speaking on the
occasion, Yudhvir Sethi appreci-
ated the efforts of Shree

JAMMU, MAY 22

The Visit was organized by
the Yogananda College of
Englneerlng & Technology to,

Sewage treatment  plant,
Jammu," For 4th semester stu-
dents of Civil Engineering on
22nd May 2026. During the visit
Mr. Vinod Kumar, Manager of
the plant along with his team
interacted with the faculty and
students and described the
Working processes of various
units like Preliminary
Treatment: Students observed
the screening and removal of
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Panchmukhi Sewa Dal and vol-
unteers associated with the
Bhandara. He said that serving
pilgrims is among the noblest
forms of public service and
reflects the rich cultural her-
itage of India, where faith and
humanity go hand in hand.

He further said that Jammu,
known as the “City of Temples,”
has always been a land of devo-
tion, hospitality and spirituality.
He emphasized that collective
efforts such as Bhandaras and
service camps ensure that devo-
tees visiting sacred shrines feel
welcomed, supported and spiri-
tually enrlched Yudhvir Sethi
also lauded the participation of
youth and volunteers, stating

large debris (such as plastics,

metals, and other non-
blodegradable waste) that could
damage equipment or disrupt
the treatment process.

Primary Treatment: The next
stage involves the removal of
larger solids through sedimen-
tation. Students might see how
wastewater is allowed to sit in
large tanks so that heavier par-
ticles settle to the bottom.
Secondary Treatment: This step
involves biological treatment,
often using bacteria to break
down organic matter in the
wastewater. Students are intro-

that their dedication sets a pos-
itive example for society. He
prayed for peace, prosperity and
the smooth conduct of the ongo-
ing pilgrimage season.

Braham Jyot Satti also
praised the organisers for their
commitment towards serving
devotees visiting Mindal and
Gulab Garh. He said that such
initiatives strengthen social har-
mony, brotherhood and human-
itarian values. He added that
BJP workers have always
remained committed to public
welfare and will continue to sup-
port initiatives that preserve
cultural traditions and serve
society.

YCET students VISIt Sewage treatment plant, Jammu

duced to activated sludge sys-
tems, trickling filters, or aera-
tion tanks used for this pur-
pose. Tertiary Treatment: Some
plants use additional methods
like filtration, chemical treat-
ment, or advanced oxidation to
further purify the water. This is
often where the water is pre-
pared for reuse or discharge into
natural bodies. Sludge
Handling: Students learnt about
how the byproducts, or sludge,
are treated and disposed of.
Methods included dewatering,
anaerobic digestion, or even
converting sludge into
energy.Environmental
Considerations: A key aspect of
the visit would be discussing
how sewage treatment plants
minimize environmental
impacts, including how they
handle chemicals and manage
effluent to avoid contamination
of local ecosystems.
Technological Innovations: In
present modern plants, stu-
dents looked at cutting-edge
technologies used to improve
efficiency, such as automation,
real-time monitoring, and ener-
ay recovery systems.
Educational Benefits: Practical
Understanding: Students con-
nected theoretical.
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Traffic congestion a problem
getting worse each passing
day, stern steps needed

Traffic congestion a problem getting
worse each passing day and stern steps
are needed because cities are choking on
their own growth, and the daily crawl on
roads from is no longer an inconvenience
but an economic, environmental, and
public health emergency that is eroding
productivity, fueling inflation, and stealing
years from human lives, and the numbers
are stark.The problem is getting worse
each passing day because urbanization is
adding 10 million people to cities every
year, vehicle ownership is rising at 9 per-
cent annually with 25 million new two-
wheelers and cars added since 2020, but
road space is growing at barely 1 percent
and public transport share has fallen from
60 percent in 2001 to 35 percent in 2026.
The pandemic-era shift to personal vehi-
cles for safety has not reversed, and e-
commerce and food delivery have put 3
million more two-wheelers and mini-
trucks on the road doing last-mile trips,
and schools, offices, and markets still fol-
low synchronized timings that dump all
vehicles on the road between 8-10 am and
5-8 pm, and the result is gridlock that
starts earlier, ends later, and spreads from
arterial roads to colony lanes, and the cost
is paid first by the poor who travel in
overcrowded buses that take three hours
for a 15-km journey, by women who
avoid jobs due to unsafe and unreliable
commutes, by ambulances that lose the
golden hour in jams, and by small busi-
nesses that cannot get goods on time, and
the environment pays next because a car
stuck in traffic emits four times more pol-
lutants than one moving at 40 kmph, and
Indian cities already occupy 14 of the top
20 most polluted cities globally. The cli-
mate cost of congestion is undermining
net-zero pledges, and the social cost is
anger because time lost in traffic is time
stolen from family, sleep, and skilling,
and that anger spills into governance and
elections, and hence stern steps are
needed and they must be systemic, not
symbolic, because painting a cycle lane
or announcing a flyover will not suffice
when the core issue is too many private
vehicles chasing too little road and too
poor public transport, and the first stern
step is congestion pricing in central busi-
ness districts of the top 10 cities, with
electronic tolling for private cars during
peak hours and the revenue ring-fenced
to fund buses, metros, and footpaths. The
message to policymakers is clear, treat
traffic like a disaster and respond with
war-room urgency, because it is one, and
to citizens the message is that freedom is
not the right to drive alone in a five-seat
car, but the right to reach work in 30 min-
utes, to breathe clean air, and to have an
evening with family, and that freedom
will only come from stern steps taken to-
day, not tomorrow, because traffic con-
gestion is a problem getting worse each
passing day, and every day of inaction isa
day stolen from India’s future.

RAJNI SHARMA, EDITOR

OPINION
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Flex-fuel: The future of India's ethanol push

BY KUSHAN MITRA

At a time when even the EV
transition remains heavily
dependent on imported compo-
nents, flex-fuel may well repre-
sent India’s most realistic route
towards true energy self-
reliance.

India has already proved it
can move quickly on ethanol.
The question now is whether it
can move smartly.

The answer is not to linger
over halfway stops like E22, E25
or E27. The next logical step is
flex-fuel. If India wants lower oil
dependence, a stronger domes-
tic fuel base and a transport
system that can actually scale,
flex-fuel is the cleaner and more
durable path.

The logic is simple. Flex-fuel
vehicles allow consumers to use
whatever blend is available
locally, whether E20, E85 or
E100. That flexibility matters in
a country as large and uneven
as India, where fuel availability,
logistics and regional supply
conditions vary widely. It also
saves automakers from repeat-
edly spending on separate
development and testing pro-
grammes for every new blend
level. One vehicle platform,
many fuel options: that is the
real efficiency gain.

This debate matters even
more now because the global oil
environment has  become
increasingly unstable. The West
Asia crisis is another reminder
that India’s transport fuel sys-
tem is still too exposed to
imported crude and the geopo-
litical shocks that come with it.
The Prime Minister's call to con-
serve fuel and reduce import

dependence is therefore not just
political messaging. It is a
strategic warning.

On that measure, ethanol-
blended flex-fuel vehicles make
a strong case for themselves.
They are, in effect, Atmanirbhar.
The fuel can be produced
domestically. The feedstock can
be sourced domestically. The
value chain stays largely within
India. In a period when energy
security is being tested from
every direction, that is not a
small advantage.

The case for flex-fuel
becomes even stronger when
compared with the current EV
transition narrative. Electric
vehicles will certainly be part of
India’s long-term future, but the
present reality is more compli-
cated. A large share of the EV
ecosystem still depends on
imported cells, batteries, motors
and magnets. Out of 49 EV pas-
senger vehicle models currently
available in India, only six meet
the 40 percent local value-add
threshold  of  Performance
Linked Incentive schemes.

So the danger is obvious: a
rapid move to EVs today may
not eliminate import depen-
dence at all. It may simply shift
it from the Middle East to China
and the restriction of Chinese
rare-earth magnets last year
was no less impactful to EVs as
the Straits of Hormuz closure
has been to internal combustion
engine vehicles.

That is why India needs a
broader fuel strategy, not a nar-
row one. Ethanol and flex-fuel
deserve more serious support
because they are rooted in
Indian agriculture, Indian bio-
mass and Indian industrial

capability. They convert surplus
grain, molasses, maize and agri-
cultural residue into transport
energy. They keep more value
inside the country. They reduce
pressure on crude imports. And
they offer a path that is both
practical and sovereign.

The Automotive Industry is
right to ask for policy support to
make this shift possible. If flex-
fuel is to become a mass-market
technology, it will need lower
GST or some other form of fiscal
encouragement. It will also need
fuel economics that make sense.
E85 or E100 must be meaning-
fully cheaper than petrol, ideal-
ly by at least 30%, if consumers
are to see a real reason to
switch. Nobody buys into a new
fuel system because it sounds
patriotic. People switch when
the economics, convenience and
availability all line up.

That is why the government's
policy direction matters so
much. NITI Aayog's recent
report is important because it
includes biofuel-based vehicles
in the definition of Zero
Emission Vehicles for the first
time. That is a significant shift
in thinking. It shows that the
policy establishment is begin-
ning to understand that India's
mobility transition will not be a
straight line from petrol to bat-
tery.

The report's sequencing is
also sensible. It recommends
first phasing out the most pol-
luting diesel vehicles and mov-
ing toward lower-emission
options such as CNG, hybrids
and EVs. The next phase should
expand biofuels through flex-
fuel vehicles, high bio-CNG
blends and hybrid FFV models,

while EV adoption continues.
The final phase should move
toward full deployment of Zero
Emission Vehicles, including
EVs, hydrogen vehicles, FFVs
and CBG-based models, with
segment-specific targets and
compliance timelines. That is a
realistic roadmap, not a slogan.

And realism is the point.
India’s transition cannot be
powered by one technology
alone. It needs a portfolio. EVs
will matter. Hybrids will matter.
CNG and biogas will matter. But
flex-fuel deserves a central place
in that mix because it can turn
India’s biomass advantage into
transport energy now, not at
some distant future date.

That is the larger strategic
gain. India has the agricultural
base, biomass potential and
industrial depth to produce fuel
domestically at scale. Ethanol
gives that potential an outlet. It
uses surplus and residue more
productively.

It supports rural incomes. It
keeps more of the energy value
chain within India. And it
reduces dependence on import-
ed crude at a time when that

dependence is increasingly
risky.
The government should

therefore stop treating flex-fuel
as a side branch of the ethanol
story. It should be the main
road ahead. That means fiscal
support for FFVs, clear p
for E85 and E100, and a serious
market-building strategy that
gives both consumers and man-
ufacturers confidence. India
does not need more halfway
solutions. It needs a policy that
can carry the weight of its ambi-
tions. Flex-fuel is that policy.

India’s maritime ambitions begin in waste bins

BY DEEPAK BAINDUR

On 19 February, as India cel-
ebrated the legacy of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, a
wooden sailing vessel named
INSV Kaundinya was complet-
ing a remarkable voyage across
the Arabian Sea to Oman. Built
using the ancient Tankai tech-
nique i.e. stitched planks and
coconut coir, not a single nail,
the ship carried on board the
economist and EAC-PM member
Sanjeev Sanyal. It was a journey
connecting India’'s maritime
past to its blue-water present.
And what a present it is.

At  Visakhapatnam, the
International Fleet Review,
Exercise MILAN, and the Indian
Ocean Naval  Symposium
brought together over 70
nations, a scale unprecedented
in India’s maritime history. But
India’s ocean ambitions extend
well beyond naval strength. 95
per cent of our trade by volume
moves by sea. The Maritime
India Vision 2030 targets Rs 3.5
lakh crore in investment across
ports, shipping, and waterways.
Port capacity has nearly dou-
bled in a decade. Four landmark
me reform bills replaced
colonial-era legislation in 2025.
A Rs 25,000 crore Maritime
Development Fund and a Rs
69,725 crore shipbuilding pack-
age are on the table.

India’s coastline is no longer
a boundary; it is the launchpad
for the next phase of economic
growth. One question, that
refuses to go away: How do we
sustain a trillion-dollar trade
corridor without energy inde-
pendence? India imports 88 per
cent of its crude oil which is a
bill north of $130 billion a year.
By 2035, that dependence is
projected to cross 90 per cent.
Heavy fuel oil, the viscous
sludge from crude refining, pow-
ers 95 per cent of global ship-

ping. Every Indian vessel that
sails on imported fuel is a float-
ing reminder of this vulnerabili-
ty. And the clock is tickin

The International Maritime
Organisation’s Net-Zero
Framework, effective January
2028, will impose the world’s
first carbon pricing on shipping
- $100 per tonne of CO? for
moderate non-compliance, $380
for the worst offenders. The
global frontrunners are green
ammonia and e-methanol that
come with a staggering price
tag, two to three times that of
conventional fuel. For a nation
aspiring to be the world's third-
largest economy, draining for-
eign exchange on imported
green molecules is replacing one
dependency with another. That
is not Aatmanirbharta. The
answer is not in our deserts or
our research labs.

It is in our garbage. Urban
India generates between 1.3-1.5
lakh metric tonnes of municipal
solid waste every day which
amounts to roughly 50 million
tonnes a year, forecast to jump
to 125 million tonnes by 2031.
Half of this is biodegradable
organic waste. Our port cities
are among the worst affected:
Mumbai  produces 11,000
tonnes a day, Chennai 6,000,
Visakhapatnam and Mangaluru
thousands more. Despite the
Swachh Bharat Mission, only a
quarter is scientifically treated.
The rest festers in landfills.
Ghazipur's 65-meter dumpsite
in Delhi catches fire with grim
regularity.

These are surely civic embar-
rassments, but they are also
untapped fuel reserves. A ship
engine does not care whether its
fuel began as crude oil in the
Persian Gulf or as kitchen waste
in Dharavi. It needs carbon-
andhydrogen-rich molecules in
liquid form. Municipal waste is
precisely that. Through gasifica-

tion - heating waste in a low-
oxygen environment, it becomes
syngas, which is catalytically
converted into green methanol,
a clean-burning fuel that exist-
ing ship engines can use with
minor modifications.
Alternatively, the organic frac-
tion can undergo anaerobic
digestion to produce com-
pressed biogas. This is not spec-
ulative technology.

Edmonton, Canada ran the
world's first commercial waste-
to-methanol plant for eight
years - proces: 100,000
tonnes of mu pal waste
annually, producing ISCC-certi-
fied bio-methanol. Spain's
Repsol is investing €800 million
in Ecoplanta, which will convert
400,000 tonnes of waste into
240,000 tonnes of methanol by
2029. China accounts for 90 per
cent of renewable methanol
capacity currently under con-
struction. Denmark’'s Kassg e-
methanol plant went opera-
tional in 2025. Is India doing
something on these lines? We
have a 25-tonne-per-day pilot at
Tuticorin and an MoU at
Kandla. The economics, ironi-
cally, favours us more than any-
one. Green hydrogen needs elec-
trolysers costing Rs 3-5 crore
per megawatt. Green ammonia
trades at Rs 60,000-1,00,000
per tonne.

Waste-based methanol bene-
fits from a feedstock that is not
just free, it comes with payment
attached. Cities pay tipping fees
of Rs 1,700-4,200 per tonne to
dispose of garbage. This nega-
tive feedstock cost means green
methanol from waste can be
produced at Rs 34,000-50,000
per tonne that is competitive
with conventional heavy fuel oil,
roughly half the price of its
green rivals. Lifecycle emissions
drop up to 90 per cent. Add car-
bon credits under India's PAT
scheme, and the numbers

improve further. Maersk has
ordered 25 methanol-powered
container ships but cannot find
enough green fuel to fill them.
Over 450 methanol-capable ves-
sels are on order globally.

The demand exists. India,
which handles 1.65 billion
tonnes of port cargo annually,
should be supplying it. So, what
is stopping us? Two things.
First, source segregation.
Waste-to-energy works only
with assure d inp ut of segregate
d biodegradable waste - a mini-
mum 150-200 tonnes per day.
Without it, plants run below
capacity and die. Indore has
cracked this: 100 per cent
source segregation, 630 tonnes
of biodegradable waste
processed daily, a self-sustain-
ing financial model funded
through user charges and prop-
erty taxes. A 100-TPD bio-
methanation plant costs rough-
ly $5.7 million and breaks even
in six years. The model works. It
needs replication, not reinven-
tion. Second, nobody has
stitched the ecosystem together.
Municipalities handle waste.
Port authorities handle fuel.
Energy companies handle pro-
duction. These three sit in dif-
ferent ministries, different bud-
gets, different incentive struc-
tures. The PPP model is
straightforward: municipalities
deliver segregated waste; energy
companies gasify it into
methanol near port premises;
port authorities anchor demand
through long-term offtake con-
tracts with coastal shipping
lines, port craft operators, and
the Navy. The policy architec-
ture exists now with the
Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision
2047, Harit Sagar green port
guidelines, the Maritime
Development Fund.




NORTH IN NEWS

JAMMU

JAMMU-KASHMIR

Free Medical Camp and TB Awareness Programme Organised by the THCRP Team
of Regional Ayurveda Research Institute, Jammu at Block Mandi, District Poonch

Jammu, May 22: Under the
able guidance of Dr.
Harbans Singh Research
Officer Incharge of the
Regional Ayurveda
Research Institute, Jammu
and Principal Investigator
of the THCRP Project, a
Free Medical Camp was
successfully organised by
the THCRP team of the
Regional Ayurveda
Research Institute, Jammu
at Block Mandi, District
Poonch, Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir.

During the camp, an infor-
mative awareness lecture
on Tuberculosis (TB), and
its prevention was deliv-
ered by Dr. Sanjana
Sharma. The session was
also addressed by other
doctors who spoke exten-
sively on Tuberculosis
(TB) awareness and pre-
vention. The speakers
emphasised the importance
of early diagnosis, timely

e
treatment, completion of
the full course of medica-
tion, and community
awareness in controlling
the spread of TB. They also
highlighted the need to

remove social stigma asso-
ciated with the disease and
encouraged  individuals
experiencing  symptoms
such as persistent cough,
fever, weight loss, or

fatigue to seek immediate
medical consultation.
Alongside this, the speak-
ers stressed the importance
of adopting  healthy
lifestyle practices, includ-
ing a balanced diet, regular
physical activity, stress
management, and adher-
ence to preventive health-
care measures for main-
taining overall well-being.
An  additional  health
awareness was also given
by Dr. Sanjana Sharma on

eficiaries included
Osteoarthritis, ~ General
Debility, Low Back Ache
(LBA), and Acid Peptic
Disorder.

Information,  Education,
and Communication (IEC)
materials were also distrib-
uted among the beneficia-
ries to promote awareness
regarding preventive
healthcare and healthy liv-
ing practices.

The medical camp was
by the following

Disorders
and Their Prevention"high-
lighting the major causes,
risk factors, lifestyle modi-
fications, and preventive
strategies related to cardio-
vascular diseases.

A large number of benefi-
ciaries attended the camp
and availed free medical
consultation and Ayurvedic
medicines. The most com-
monly observed health
conditions among the ben-

DC Ramban reviews implementation of Jal
Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain- 2026 & JJM

RAMBAN, MAY 22 CHO and other concerned
officers. The deliberations
focused on water conserva-
tion and rainwater harvest-
ing, renovation of tradi-
tional water bodies, reuse

Deputy ~ Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad Alyas
Khan today chaired a meet-
ing to review the imple-
mentation of Jal Shakti

the action taken on direc-
tions issued in previous
meetings and highlighted
the role of stakeholder
departments in ensuring
sffen:tlvs implementation

f the i Stress

promote crop diversifica-
tion, micro-irrigation and
awareness regarding water-
saving crops. The Rural
Development

Panchayati Raj
D.

and recharge of
Abhiyan: Catch the Rain

was laid on geo-tagging of

P was directed to
develop water conserva-
tion and rainwater harvest-
ing structures under MGN-
REGA, promote spnng

P
(JSA-CTR) 2026 and and intensive afforestation, all PWS sources and
progress of Jal Jeevan all aligning with the JSA-  recharge structures,
Mission (JJM) projects. CTR-2026 theme "People’s  besides providing technical
The meeting was attended ~ Action for Water  support to for
by ACD Sheraz Ahmed; Conservation - Towards water conservation inter-
CPO Dr. Shakeeb Ahmed Intensified ~Community ~ventions. The Agriculture
Rather; DFOs, Executive Connect” The Deputy and Horticulture
Engineer Jal Shakti, CAO, C issi reviewed  Depi were asked to

J&K BOSE notifies dates for submission

of Class 11 Bi- Annual exam forms
JAMMU, MAY 22

The Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education
(J&K BOSE) has notified the schedule for submission of
permission cum examination forms for Class 11
Annual(Private)/Bi-Annual 2026 session. The schedule
applies to all eligible candidates across the UTs of J&K
and Ladakh, including both winter and summer zone
areas. As per the notification, candidates can submit their
forms through both online and offline modes, depending
on their eligibility category from May 25 to June 02 on
payment of normal prescribed fee and with a late fee from
June 03 to 06. The detailed notification along with neces-
sary guidelines, fee structure and instructions are avail-
able on the official website of Board jkbose.jk.gov.in

Secretary DLSA Jammu conducts
monthly inspection at Prison Legal

Aid Clinic -Central Jail Kotbhalwal
JAMMU, MAY 22

Sub-Judge-Secretary District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Jammu Maleeka Sharma today conducted the
monthly inspection of the Prison Legal Aid Clinic at
Central Jail Kot Bhalwal. During the visit, she inspected
the overall functioning of the clinic and interacted with
the Para Legal Volunteers deputed there. The records and
registers maintained by the PLVs |nc|ud|ng the inmate

shed i and
organize Gram Sabhas on
water conservation. The
Forest, Environment &
Ecology and Housing.

INDIAN RAILWAYS
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“PUBLIC NOTIFICATHON"
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Plantation drive held at GDC Bishnah
under NMBA 100 days campaign

__JAMMU.MAY22

A plantation drive was
organlzed on May 22, 2026,
the mpus of
Government Degree College
(GDC) Bishnah under_the
ongoing 100 Days
Campaign of the Nasha
Mukt  Bharat ~ Abhiyan
(NMBA), aiming to promote
environmental ~ awareness
and encourage a healthy,
drug-free lifestyle_among
students and staff. The pro-
gramme was _conducted

partlcularly among youth.

he event was organized
under the convenorship of
Dr. Kiran Koushal Kiran
Thacker along with the
NMBA Committee in col-
laboration with the
Departments of Zoology and
Botany. The initiative aimed
to strengthen the message of
environmental conservation
while reinforcing the broad-
er objectives of a drug-free
and ~sustainable society
under the NMBA campaign.

THCRP team members:

1. Dr. Sanjana Sharma

(S.RF, THCRP)

2. Dr. Mohd Moein (S.R.F,

THCRP)

3. Dr. Shreya Saraf (S.R.F,

THCRP)

4. Dr. Shubam Singh

Pathania (S.R.F, THCRP)

5, Mr.  Popu  Ram

(Pharman:lst)
Mr.  Rahul

(DVR).

Chouhan
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Jammu Division launches new commercial initiatives

S
NIN NEWS SERVICE
_IAMMU, MAY 22

fare revenue for Indian
Railways through a
transparent digital e-

In a major step auction system.
towards providing As part of the initia-
world-class facilities to tive, Jammu Division
passengers and has awarded key com-

mercial contracts
through the e-auction
platform to ensure

strengthening financial
self-reliance, Jammu
Division of Northern

Railway has launched transparency and mod-
several new commer- ernization iIn railway
cial initiatives under services.At Kathua
the leadership of Senior ~ Railway Station's
Divisional Commercial Platform No. 1, a new
Manager, Uchit multi-purpose stall will

provide  passengers
with travel essentials,
snacks and reading
material under one

Singhal.The initiatives
aim to enhance pas-
senger  convenience
while generating non-

to enhance passenger faC|I|t|es boost revenue
o

roof, im roving conve-
nience for commuters
and visitors.

Similarly, a multi-
purpose stall will also
be established at the
second entry gate of
Jammu Tawi Railway
Station. The facility is
expected to reduce con-
gestion at the main
entrance and offer pas-
sengers an improved
and premium retail
experience.Besides sta-
tion facilities, the divi-
sion has also initiated
steps to upgrade cater-
ing services in trains.
As part of the first
phase, TSV services
have commenced in the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra-Budgam
Vistadome Special
train (04687/04688).
Passengers travelling
through the scenic
Kashmir valley route
will now be served
branded food items and
sealed drinking water
directly at their seats.

=

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU &

OFFLCE THE EXECUTIVE ENSINEER PWD (RAB) DIVISION GANDHT NAGAR TAMMU
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Faculty members actively
under the guidance of parti
Principal Dr. Shallu Samyal,
who emphasized the impor-
tance of integrating environ-
mental responsibility with
social awareness initiatives,

Gupta. Saplings were plant-
ed across the college camp.

records and legal aid by the
inmates, were thoroughly checked. The Secretary
reviewed the status of pending applications and directed
the PLVs to ensure timely forwarding of requests to
DLSA Jammu with proper follow-up of cases.

NOTICE
| Gulab Dei w/o Kalu Ram R/o Hiller Tehsil Rajgarh
District Ramban have applied for correction of my name
which has been wrongly written as Barfu Devi instead of
correct name Gulab Dei in my Aadhar card objection if any
may be conveyed to the concerned authority within seven
days from the date of publication of this notice.

NOTICE

| Abdul jabar S/o Abdul Rashid R/o Kanga Tehsil and
Distt. Ramban have applied for correction of my son name
which has been wrongly written as Saraan Ahmed instead
of correct name Sehran Ahmed in my Aadhar Card bear-
ing No 726242516497 objection if any may be conveyed
to the concerned authority within seven days from the date
of publication of this notice.

NOTICE

I, Vikrant Singh S/o Shamsher Singh R/o Village
Shamachak P.O Shamachak District Jammu (J&K UT).
That the deponent's daughter namely Piya Rajput in her
Date Of Birth certificate her mother name wrongly record-
ed as Rashi Devi instead of correct name Ranjana
Langeh.Now the deponent is applied for Correction of her
mother's name Ranjana Langeh in her Date Birth certifi-
cate. Objection if any may be conveyed to the concerned
authority within seven days from the publication of this
notice

NOTICE

| Charan Dass Manhas S/o puran singh Manhas R/o Dhar
Tehsil & District Ramban, J&K —post office Chanderkote
182148, hereby inform the general public that | have
applied for a civil DEE-Class Contractor Card.If anybody
has any objection regarding this application, they may file
their objection within seven (07) days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice. After that, no objection shall be
entertained.

NOTICE

| Shoba Ram S/o khem Raj R/o Bermeen Tehsil Ramnagar
Distt. Udhampur have applied for correction of my name
which has been wrongly written as Soba Ram instead of
correct name Shoba Ram in my Aadhar Card bearing No
971601241233 objection if any may be conveyed to the
concerned authority within seven days from the date of
publication of this notice

o9 O0=

NOTICE

| Shav mohd S/o Mohd Mussa R/o Balihote Tehsil and
District Ramban have applied for correction of my name
which has been wrongly written as Mohd Shav  instead of
correct name Shav mohd in my Aadhar card objection if
any may be conveyed to the concerned authority within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
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10-2021
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PWD (REE) Division
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DIP/J-2452/26
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Ebola Risk Minimal For World Cup

Fans, Loglstlcs Challenges Remam

New Delhi, May 22:

The risk of Ebola affecting
fans at the World Cup is
low, according to Dr Oliver
Johnson, a global health
academic at King’s College
London, but heightened
screening and travel
restrictions could compli-
cate logistics. The expand-
ed 48-team tournament,
co-hosted by the United
States,  Canada  and
Mexico, runs from June 11
to July 19. An Ebola out-
break in eastern
Democratic Republic of
Congo has recorded around
600 suspected cases and
more than 130 deaths,
prompting the  World
Health Organization to
declare a public health
emergency of international
concern. The situation has
already disrupted DR
Congo’s World Cup prepa-
rations. The team cancelled
pre-tournament events in
Kinshasa and relocated

e o

plans to Belgium. U.S.
authorities have also barred
entry to non-U.S. passport
holders who have been in
DR Congo, Uganda or
South Sudan in the past 21
days, forcing Congo-based
staff to depart early. The
squad is due to arrive inthe
U.S. on June 10 or 11 and
will be based in Houston.
“If you are a casual visitor
to the World Cup from
around the world, | think
there is a very low risk that

you would be at risk of
Ebola,” Johnson told
Reuters. “Ebola has never
really caused transmission
in high-income country
settings, where there have
been very occasional cases.
“That is because it is not
airborne. You had to nor-
mally have direct contact
with someone who is quite
sick, and there is usually
good contact tracing. If a
case does occur, it is identi-
fied quickly.” Johnson said

Ronaldo’s brace fires al nassr to saudi
league title with 4-1 Wm Over Damac

New Delhi, May 22:
Cristiano Ronaldo scored
twice to help Al Nassr
clinch the Saudi Pro
League title with a 4-1 vic-
tory over Damac on the
final day of the season,
with Sadio Mane and
Kingsley Coman also on
the scoresheet for Jorge
Jesus’s side. The win
meant Al Nassr finished on
86 points, two clear of

Guardiola to end decade-long

rivals Al Hilal, who beat Al

Fayha 1-0 but were left to
settle for second place. The
triumph marks Al Nassr’s
first league crown since
2019 and the first Saudi
title  for Ronaldo, who
joined the team in late
2022. Al Nassr broke the
deadlock in the 34th
minute when Mane rose to
meet a Joao Felix corner,
powering a header past the

goalkeeper. They extended
their lead in the 52nd
minute  when  Coman
weaved past the defence
before unleashing a fierce
left-footed strike from out-
side the area into the bot-
tom comer. Damac were
handed a lifeline when
Morlaye Sylla converted a
penalty in the 58th minute,
but any hopes of a come-
back were quickly extin-
guished.

Ronaldo restored the two-
goal cushion five minutes
later, curling a sublime free
kick into the net to make it
3-1. The Portuguese great
put the result beyond doubt
in the 81st minute. He
pounced on a loose ball
after the Damac defence
failed to clear a cross,
smashing a powerful shot
into the top corner.

the outbreak could still
have broader implications.
U.S. authorities have intro-
duced enhanced screening
for travellers arriving at
Washington Dulles who
have recently been in
affected countries, while
health agencies are work-
ing with FIFA and local
officials to manage poten-
tial risks. “It will affect
things like airport queues
and screening, which will
slow things  down,”

Johnson said. “It is going
to add a little extra stress
and it’s going to cost
money to the U.S. to try
and organise. “I think the
other possibili y is that we
hope this outbreak is not
going to spread beyond DR
Congo...

That could cause a knock-
on effect of travel bans or
extra screening, and it
could happen quite last
minute.” Fans travelling to
the tournament should fol-
low basic precautions such
as good hand hygiene and
avoiding close contact if
unwell, Johnson added. He
advised supporters to
respect others and avoid
stigma, helping preserve
the inclusive spirit of the
World Cup

DR Congo open their cam-
paign against Portugal in
Houston before facing
Colombia in Guadalajara
and Uzbekistan in Atlanta.
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Ruturaj fined Rs 24 lakh; CSK players penalised
for slow over-rate after playoff exit against GT

New Delhi, May 22:
Chennai Super Kings’
disappointing IPL 2026
campaign ended on anoth-
er sour note as skipper
Ruturaj Gaikwad was fined
Rs 24 lakh for maintaining
a slow over-rate during
their crushing defeat to
Gujarat Titans at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. The IPL con-
firmed that this was CSK'’s
second over-rate offence of
the season under Article
2.22 of the tournament’s
Code of Conduct. As a
result, the rest of the play-
ing XI, including the
Impact Player, were also
fined either Rs 6 lakh or 25
per cent of their respective
match fees, whichever is
lower. In a statement
released after the match,
the IPL said, “As this was
his team’s second offence
of the season under Article
2.22 of the IPL’s Code of
Conduct, which pertains to
minimum over-rate
offences, Gaikwad was

fined INR 24 lakhs.”The
penalty came on a night
when CSK’s playoff hopes
were officially  extin-
guished following an 89-
run hammering at the
hands of Gujarat Titans.
The five-time champions
have now failed to finish in
the top four for three
straight seasons since lift-
ing the title in 2023

With a top-two finish
still within reach, Gujarat
Titans delivered one of
their most dominant per-
formances of the season.

Batting first, GT piled up a
daunting 229/4 before dis-
mantling CSK for just 140
in response.

Speaking after the
defeat, Gaikwad admitted
CSK never truly recovered
from a poor start to the sea-
son. “We had a tough sea-
son to start with, especially
the hat-trick of losses.
Once we found momen-
tum, the combinations
started working well. But
injuries again disrupted the
balance of the side,” he
said

‘Deep inside, | know it's my time’: Pep Guardiola

confirms Manchester City exit after historic decade

Madrid, May 22:

Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola has announced he will
leave the club at the end of the sea-
son, bringing down the curtain on a
historic decade that reshaped both
Manchester City and modern
English football

The 55-year-old Spaniard will take
charge of City for the final time
against Aston Villa at the Etihad
Stadium on Sunday, ending a tro-
phy-laden spell that delivered 20
major honours, including six
Premier League titles and the
club’s maiden UEFA Champions
League crown in 2023.

Since arriving in 2016, Guardiola
transformed City into one of
Europe’s most dominant teams,
building an era defined by relent-
less success, tactical innovation
and domestic dominance.

Despite stepping away from the

dugout, Guardiola will remain
associated with the City Football
Group as a Global Ambassador,
where he will continue contribut-
ing through technical guidance and
special projects across the group’s
clubs. Explaining his decision,
Guardiola said the timing simply
felt right. “Don’t ask me the rea-

New Delhi, May 22:

sons I'm leaving. There is no rea-
son, but deep inside, | know it’s
my time. Nothing is eternal; if it
were, | would be here,” Guardiola
said in a statement released by the
club. The legendary coach also
reflected emotionally on his con-
nection with Manchester and the
culture that shaped his journey at

City. “This is a city built from
work. From graft. We worked. We
suffered. We fought. And we did
things our own way,” he added.
Guardiola leaves behind a legacy
that redefined English football,
with his City side widely regarded
as one of the greatest club teams of
the modern era. Across his decade
in charge, he was named Premier
League Manager of the Season
five times and won the League
Managers Association Manager of
the Year award on three occasions.
Manchester ~ City  chairman
Khaldoon Al Mubarak paid tribute
to Guardiola’s impact, describing
the past decade as transformative
for the club. “There have been
points along the way when he
could have stopped, and it would
have been enough. Somehow, Pep
always found new energy and
pushed on,” Al Mubarak said.

Sinner eyes french open breakthrough

as rivals look for answers

man city reign at end of season

New Delhi, May 22:

Pep Guardiola will leave
Manchester City at the end of the
season after a decade in charge, the
club announced on Friday, bring-
ing an end to one of the most suc-
cessful eras in English soccer and
one of the most influential man-
agerial reigns of all time.

The departure of the 55-year-old
Catalan coach will close the book
on a remarkable chapter that has
seen City transform into a foot-
balling juggernaut.

Guardiola, who took charge of
City in 2016, has won six Premier
League titles — including four in a
row — three FA Cups, five League
Cups and the Champions League,
but his side have not won the
league in two years.

“Don’t ask me the reasons I'm

Guardiola said in a statement.

“Nothing is eternal, if it was, |
would be here. Eternal will be the
feeling, the people, the memories,
the love | have for my Manchester
City. “We worked. We suffered.
We fought. And we did things our

leaving. There is no reason, but
deep inside, | know it’s my time,”

own way. Our way.” Although City
sealed the domestic cup double

Ajit Agarkar Blasted By Ex India

Captain For Ignoring Augib Nabi

New Delhi, May 22: The
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
selection committee, led by
Ajit Agarkar, has come
under fire yet again for
bizarre selection calls.
Despite emphasising the
importance  of playing
domestic red-ball cricket,
the selectors ignored the
Ranji Trophy's top wicket-
taker, Augib Nabi, when
the squad for the one-off
Afghanistan Test was
announced. Former India
captain Dilip Vengsarkar
lambasted Agarkar, asking
the BCCI to do away with
the Ranji Trophy if perfor-
mances in India's premier
domestic red-ball event are
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not even considered.

Augib finished the last
Ranji Trophy campaign
with a whopping 60 wick-
ets, playing an instrumen-
tal role in Jammu &
Kashmir's triumph. Yet, the
selection committee decid-

ed to ignore the pacer,
picking the likes of
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Manav Suthar,
Gurnoor Brar, and Harsh
Dubey in the bowling unit.
“The selectors' decision to
ignore him.

this season, Guardiola saw his
dreams of a seventh Premier
League crown dashed when they
drew 1-1 at Bournemouth on
Tuesday to hand Arsenal the title,
with City set to finish second.His
final game in charge is Sunday’s

PAIGNS

Guardiola  had  arrived in
Manchester with a resume already
stuffed with silverware from
Barcelona and Bayern Munich,
taking over from Manuel
Pellegrini in July 2016.

After inheriting a successful club
financed by the Abu Dhabi United
Group, Guardiola will walk away
having built a footballing empire
after overseeing a paradigm shift
in Premier League tactics.

As Guardiola faced the challenge
of adapting to England’s famously
fast-paced and physical league,
possession became an art form and
a defensive tool at City as his
teams craved complete control.
The result was not just utter domi-
nance — evidenced by record-
breaking campaigns like the 100-

With defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz out injured
and Novak Djokovic
undercooked on clay, the
big question heading into
the French Open is can
anyone stop Jannik Sinner
from securing the career
Grand Slam in Paris?
Sinner’s season began to
build momentum through a
“Sunshine Double” of
titles at Indian Wells and
Miami before the Italian
took complete control of
the European clay swing
with triumphs in Monte
Carlo, Madrid and Rome.
The 24-year-old Italian has
a golden opportunity to
capture the only major title
missing from his collection
12 months after a heart-
breaking loss to Alcaraz in

Sinner’s rise has been his
growing authority on the
sport’s slowest surface
“This year is the first time
I’ve won something big on
clay,” he said in Rome of
his Monaco win. “Also
physically I’'m getting
stronger. It's a mix of
everything. “That experi-
ence, to play certain points
in a better way, but mostly

improve, it helps you a lot
on clay.” Victory at Roland
Garros would bring Sinner
a fifth major and complete
the set a few months after
Alcaraz did so at the
Australian Open.

With Alcaraz skipping his
Paris title defence due to a
wrist injury, Djokovic
looms as one of the few
with the game to test

home fixture against Aston Villa.
RECORD-BREAKING CAM-

goals scored

point 2017-18 season with 106

the final

Central  to

| feel like physically if you

Sinner.

CSK Pay Hefty Fee For MS Dhoni Mania,
Replacement Ignored Desplte Squad Issues

New Delhi, May 22:

Chennai Super Kings (CSK) are
officially out of the IPL playoffs
race after failing to win their last
three games of the 2026 season.
The franchise' inability to deliver
after a major overhaul in the last
mega auction has left fans and
pundits to dissect a season that
promised much but ultimately
delivered a familiar sense of what-
might-have-been. While injuries
and squad depth have been blamed
for the downfall, a glaring question
mark hangs over the team's man-
agement of their biggest icon, MS
Dhoni. Dhoni did not play a single
game this season. Fans hoped to
see him in the CSK colours, in the
final two games of the campaign at
least, but he was deemed unfit.

n“

While Dhoni's availability
remained a guessing game for fans
and pundits, it seems like the man-
agement was aware of the limited
possibility of his return to the
team. Despite the fact that the 44-
year-old never came close to tak-
ing the field, CSK chose not to

0 e®

name an injury replacement. In the
end, it appeared that keeping the
‘Dhoni mania’ alive was more
important to the franchise than
securing a spot in the playoffs.

CSK's 'Limited Squad' Admission
Following the damaging defeat
against SRH in CSK's final home

game of the season, captain
Ruturaj Gaikwad tried to find a sil-
ver lining despite admitting the
squad's limitations.

"I think still, given the team that
we had and limited squad and
whatever best combinations we
had, I'm still proud and | still feel
we did well," Gaikwad said.
While Gaikwad's pride in his
team's effort is understandable, the
phrase “limited squad" raises eye-
brows. Had CSK chosen to offi-
cially replace the sidelined Dhoni,
they could have injected fresh tal-
ent into a dugout that desperately
needed options. The cracks in the
CSK campaign were visible early
on, and a lack of squad depth only
amplified the impact of subsequent
injuries. Speaking.
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Kapil Mishra lists Bakid prohibitions: Banned
animals, public sacrlflce |Ilegal markets

New Delhi, May 22:
Delhi’s

ing with the

any public place.

He also ordered a strict enforce-
ment of the complete ban on the
slaughter or sacrifice of cows,
calves, camels, and other prohibit-
ed animals. Officials were told that
any violation must be acted upon

Development Minister
Kapil Mishra held a review meet-
Development
Department on Thursday to
down guidelines for animal wel-
fare ahead of Bakrid. The meeting
focused on ensuring that all legal
provisions related to animal pro-
tection are followed during the fes-
tival period. Mishra directed offi-
cials to take stringent action
against illegal transportation of
animals, illegal slaughter, and all
forms of cruelty towards animals.
The minister made it clear that ani-
mal sacrifice during Bakrid will be
permitted only at authorised and
designated locations. No sacrifice
is to take place on roads, streets, or

lay

NATIONAL

of animals

immediately. Buying and selling
in public spaces
declared illegal Mishra stated that
buying and selling of animals in
public spaces is completely illegal.
He instructed officials to enforce
this prohibition strictly and to take
action upon receiving any com-
plaint related to such activity. he
minister’s directives cover both the
conduct of sellers and the locations

Jhalmuri vendor, who treated PM Modi with local snack,
recewmg death threats from Pakistan, Bangladesh

New Delhi, May 22:

The Jhalmuri vendor, who
treated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with the
popular local snack in
Jhargram during the 2026
Assembly elections in
West Bengal, has received
death  threats  from
unknown international
numbers. The shopkeeper,
named Vikram Sao, has
claimed to receiving
threatening calls from

Pakistan and Bangladesh
on a daily basis over the
past few days, IANS
reported.Sao came into
spotlight when  Prime
Minister Modi took a brief
halt at his shop during the
high-voltage campaign, to
get a taste of the local
Bengali snack. Soon after,
videos of the light-hearted
exchange between the jhal-
muri vendor and PM Modi
became the talk of the

town, grabbing natlunal
headlines, making him
“star jhalmuri vendor” |n
the region. However, the
overnight fame has now
come to haunt him. Sao is
worried about himself and
his family members.

“l am getting repeated
threat calls from Pakistan
via video and phone calls.
They are threatening to
blow me up with bombs...
Those making video calls
to me are making frighten-
ing gestures to frighten me
and also brandishing
weapons, and they warned
me that you will face dire
consequences,” IANS
quoted Vikram Sao as say-
ing. He said that his phone
did not stop ringing even
after he avoided picking up
several calls.

where transactions take place.
Waste disposal to follow safety
standards he minister gave specific
instructions regarding the disposal
of remains after sacrifice. Animal
blood must not flow directly into
roads, drains, or canals. Remains
left after sacrifice cannot be dis-
carded in the open. Mishra direct-
ed that disposal must be carried out
strictly as per prescribed safety

standards. He called for coordinat-
ed monitoring among all con-
cerned departments to ensure com-
pliance on this front. Animal
Welfare Board guidelines to be
implemented ishra referred to the
guidelines issued by the Animal
Welfare Board of India under the
Government of India. These guide-
lines were sent to Chief Secretaries
and Directors General of Police of
all states, directing effective imple-
mentation of laws related to animal
protection and welfare. He stated
that these guidelines must be fol-
lowed in letter and spirit during the
festival period. Cruelty to animals
a punishable offence under 1960
Act he minister reminded officials
that under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, cru-
elty towards animals is a punish-
able offence. He said that immedi-
ate action must be taken on any
complaint related to illegal trans-
portation of animals, operation of
illegal slaughterhouses.
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Demolition drive continues in Mumbai’s
Garib Nagar, 19 arrested so far

Mumbai, May 22:

Undertaken by Western
Railway, the large-scale
encroachment drive in the
Garib  Nagar slum of
Mumbai’s Bandra region
to clear the government
land from illegal occupa-
tion is going on in full
steam, with the city police
intensifying their drive to
identify, track and nab the
violent protesters who pelt-
ed stones to derail the
process.  Providing an
update on the demolition
drive on social media, the
Western Railway said that
the operation to reclaim the
illegally occupied land for
future railway develop-
ment is going on smoothly.
“On-ground debris clear-
ance continues as vital
Railway land is reclaimed.
With the demolition drive
continuing near Bandra
station, debris clearance is

progressing simultaneous-
ly,” it said, besides sharing
images and videos of the
demolition drive. Also, the
Mumbai  Police  has
stepped up action against
violent protesters  and
arrested one more accused,
taking the total number to
19, IANS reported. There
are several other individu-
als who remain under the
scanner for pelting stones
at the police during the

demolition drive. The
police officials are ascer-
taining their role in the vio-
lent stir via CCTV footage.
So far, 19 miscreants have
been taken into custody for
taking advantage of the
crowd to inflict violence
on the police, while more
arrests are expected in the
coming days. Out of them,
one accused is a minor and
was sent to a children’s
remand home.

‘Like valves on a pressure cooker...suppressing it would be
disastrous’: Shashi Tharoor on Cockroach Janata Party

New Delhi, May 22:

After the X account of the
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) was
banned in India in response to a
legal demand by the Government
of India, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor on Friday said that “sup-
pressing it is foolish in a democra-

Cy.

“Democracy’s great virtue is the
outlets it provides for public senti-
ment, frustration and grievances.
Letting these be aired on a satirical
site is in the national interest,”
Tharoor wrote in a lengthy X post.
The Congress leader further stated
that regardless of the motivations
“they have
tapped into an important strain of
national sentiment among our

of CJP’s founders,

youth,

He urged both the Government and
the Opposition to listen and tackle
the underlying discontent, warning

astrous.”

cooker, letting off

After 721 years, Bhojshala sees Friday maha
aarti mstead of namaz amid tight security

New Delhi, May 22:
Heavy security arrange-
ments were put in place
across Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar district on Friday as
Hindu devotees gathered at
the Bhojshala complex for
a “maha aarti” days after
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court declared the disputed
site a temple dedicated to
Goddess Saraswati.

Hindu organisations
described today’s ceremo-
ny as a historic moment,
claiming it would mark the
first Friday “maha aarti” at
Bhojshala in 721 years.
The administration
deployed around 1,800
police personnel along
with central forces in and
around the Bhojshala com-
plex as authorities prepared
for the first Friday gather-
ing at the site following the

court’s May 15 verdict.
The event was scheduled
between 1 pm and 3 pm
amid heightened security
and close monitoring
across sensitive areas of
the town.

The Bhojshala complex
has remained at the centre

of a long-running dispute
between  Hindu and
Muslim groups. The High
Court recently held that the
religious character of the
disputed area was that of a
Hindu temple and also set
aside the earlier ASI
arrangement  that had

Taking ‘empathetic view’, Delhi HC grants Umar
Khalid 3-day interim ba|I in riots conspiracy case

W
New Delhi, May 22:
The Delhi High Court on
Friday granted activist and
former JNU student leader

Umar Khalid three-day
interim bail in the larger
conspiracy case linked to
the 2020 northeast Delhi
riots, taking what it
described as an “empathet-
ic view” considering his
mother’s upcoming
surgery. The Court allowed
Khalid interim release
from 7 am on June 1 till 5
pm on June 3 on a person-
al bond of Rs 1 lakh. It
directed him to remain
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within the National Capital
Region during the bail
period and permitted him
to travel only between his
residence and the hospital.
Khalid had approached the
High Court challenging a
May 19 trial court order
that had rejected his
request for interim bail.

While granting relief, the
High Court noted that
Khalid had earlier been
released on interim bail on
several occasions for fami-
ly-related events and had
complied with all condi-
tions imposed by the courts

during those periods.

HC notes Khalid is ‘one of
the key conspirators”

The Court observed that
Khalid is “one of the key
conspirators” in the case
but still considered it
appropriate to grant tempo-
rary relief given his moth-
er’s medical condition.
Khalid had sought interim
bail for 15 days from May
22 to June 5 to attend the
Chehlum ceremony of his
maternal uncle and to care
for his 62-year-old mother,
who is scheduled to under-
go lump excision surgery
on June 2

His appeal before the High
Court was filed under
Section  21(4) of the
National Investigation
Agency Act. Earlier this
week, Additional Sessions
Judge Sameer Bajpai of the
Karkardooma Courts had
dismissed Khalid’s plea,
observing that the grounds
raised by him were “not
reasonable”.

allowed Friday namaz at

the premises.
‘Only law will prevail’:
Dhar SP on security

deployment to ANI, Dhar
Superintendent of Police
Sachin Sharma said the
administration had held
continuous meetings with
all stakeholders and was
ensuring strict compliance
with the High Court’s
directions. “Following the
High Court’s order in Dhar
district, it is our duty to
strictly enforce compliance
with all rules. We have
maintained contact with
everyone, and continuous
meetings have been held
with all groups. Everyone
has assured that all activi-
ties today will be carried
out in compliance with the
orders that have come,”
Sharma said.

He added that more than
1,800 police personnel had
been deployed across the
district to maintain peace
and law and order.

Authorities also conducted
flag marches in sensitive
localities over the past two
days, while surveillance
around the Bhojshala com-
plex and adjoining areas
was i il

that “ supprssslng it would be dis-

He argued that such movements
serve like the valves on a pressure

sure.”

steam. “If the tion.

valves were closed, the cooker
would explode under the pres-
He said he would prefer
satire to chaos, anarchy or revolu-
“1 also feel it is our job to

identify and deliver solutions to
the problems of Young India. Let’s
lift the ban and tune in!” he added.
Founded by Abhijeet Dipke, the
Cockroach Janata Party was thrust
into the spotlight after controver-
sial remarks by the Chief Justice of
India (CJI), Surya Kant. During a
recent hearing, the CJI said that
unemployed youth who criticise
the system are like “cockroaches
and parasites”.

He later clarified that his remarks
were misquoted by a section of the
media and that he orally criticised
those entering media and other
professions after acquiring fake
degrees

However, the CJP tumed into an
overnight social media sensation,
garnering over two crore followers
on Instagram, more than double
the followers of the BJP on the
same platform.

FIR registered against Samajwadi Party MP lgra Hasan,
others for blocking road, creating ruckus outside DIG office

New Delhi, May 22:

Acase has been registered
against Samajwadi Party
MP Igra Hasan in Uttar
Pradesh’s Saharanpur dis-
trict in connection with the
major protest held outside
the office of the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
on May 19. The Kairana
MP and her supporters
have been accused of
blocking a road, creating a

Officials also  warned
against spreading mislead-
ing information regarding
the High Court order
through social media or
other platforms. Officials
said only activities permit-
ted under the High Court’s
order would be allowed at
the complex. Organisers
had earlier proposed a
“Shobha Yatra” but later
decided to cancel it to
avoid tension in the town.

and obstruct-
ing official duties during
the protest related to the
Sonu  Kashyap murder
case, IANS reported.

The FIR names the
Samajwadi Party leader,
seven named individuals as
well as 25 unidentified
people under various sec-
tions of the law. It was reg-
istered at the Sadar Bazar
Police Station based on a
complaint filed by the
incharge of the Civil Lines

Police Outpost. Hasan and
her supporters have been
accused of allegedly block-
ing the main road outside
the DIG office, which led
to severe traffic disruption
and inconvenience to the
public. It further states that
the protest violated pro-

hibitory  orders  and
obstructed  government
functioning. The legal

action was taken by police
after reviewing the inci-
dent and gathering evi-
dence. In connection with

the matter, authorities are
examining viral videos and
CCTV footage to identify
the unidentified accused
persons mentioned in the
FIR. The latest incident has
sparked fresh political ten-
sions in the district, with
Samajwadi Party workers
expressing anger over the
FIR. Controversy is related
to the murder case of Monu
Kashyap, a resident of
Dashale village in Shamli
district, who was allegedly
killed on April 21.

ECI announces Rajya Sabha polls
for 24 seats in 10 states on June 18

New Delhi, May 22:

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) on Friday announced the
schedule for the biennial elections
to the Rajya Sabha to fill 24 seats,
which are falling vacant due to the
retirement of members in June and

July 2026

According to the Commission, the
tenure of 24 Rajya Sabha members
elected from 10 states is set to
expire during the June-July period.
As per the schedule released by the
ECI, notifications for the elections
will be issued on June 1, while the
last date for filing nominations has
been fixed for June 8. Scrutiny of
nominations will take place on
June 9, and candidates will be
allowed to withdraw their nomina-

tions till June 11.

Polling for the elections will be
conducted on June 18 from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., while counting of votes
will begin at 5 p.m. on the same
day. The entire election process is
scheduled to be completed by June
20.

/

pens of pre-fixed

pen will be allowed
ing process

L L

provided by the Returning Officer,
will be permitted for marking pref-
erences on ballot papers. No other

The ECI also said that adequate

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

The Commission stated that only
integrated violet-coloured sketch

specifications,

Andhra
Jharkhand,

during the vot-

measures would be taken to ensure
free and fair elections, including
close monitoring of the election
process through the appointment
of observers.
The elections will cover seats from
Pradesh,
Madhya

Arunachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
and Mizoram.

Among prominent leaders whose
terms are ending are Digvijaya
Singh from Madhya Pradesh, H.D.
Deve Gowda and Mallikarjun
Kharge from Karnataka. The elec-
tion will also be held for the seat
held by the late Shibu Soren from
Jharkhand, which has remained
vacant since August 4, 2025.
Other members retiring include
Ayodhya Rami Reddy Alla, Pilli
Subhaschandra Bose,
Harjibhai
Kurian,
Leishemba, Wanweiroy Kharlukhi,
Neeraj Dangi,
Nabam Rebia, Iranna Kadadi, and
K. Vanlalvena, among others.

The Rajya Sabha, also known as
the Council of States, is the Upper

Rambhai
George
Sanajaoba

Mokariya,
Maharaja

Rajendra Gehlot,

House of Parliament, where mem-

Guijarat,
Pradesh,
Raiasth:

bers are elected by elected repre-
sentatives of the states and union
territories through a system of pro-

Manipur,

]

portional rep
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Amid measles outbreak, Bangladesh’s only specialised infectious
left overcrowded, treating all patients in same wards

disease hospital

Dhaka, May 22:

The Infectious Diseases Hospital
in Mohakhali - the only spe-
cialised infectious disease hospital
in Bangladesh - is facing severe
overcrowding and forced to treat
measles, AIDS, chickenpox, rabies
and malaria patients in the same
wards and corridors due to major
space shortages. Despite being the
south Asian nation’s main referral
facility for infectious diseases, the
hospital is dealing with unhygienic
conditions and critical resource
shortages, as it treats some of the
deadliest contagious diseases. The
critical condition of the hospital
has raised fresh concerns over
patient safety and infection con-
trol, amid the ongoing measles cri-
sis, according to Dhaka Tribune.
Hospital data showed that as many
as 51 measles patients were admit-
ted on Thursday, May 21, even
when the facility had only 15 des-

AIDS, rabies, tetanus, chickenpox

patients. health experts have now
wamed that such pathetic condi-
tion at the facility significantly
increase the risk of cross-infection
inside the hospital, which is specif-

infectious  disease

pox. After recove
ing home, the family members re-
admitted her as she later contracted
measles.Relatives of patients have
complained about overcrowding
and poor sanitation at the facility
and said that the attendants are

waste, overflowing spaces and
inadequate cleaning arrangements
on all floors.A total of 1,875
patients with measles symptoms
visited the hospital in 2026 itself.
Outof them, 1,124 required admis-
sion and 406 were confirmed
measles cases. During this period,
at least 43 patients have died with
measles or measles-like symp-
toms. Acknowledging lack of
facilities at the hospital, Hospital
Superintendent  AFA  Asma
Khanom said there are only 19
sanitation workers and it was
impossible to maintain proper
hygiene standards.“l am trying
from my position... Even though
efforts are being made to improve
the environment, the desired
change cannot be achieved,”
Khanom said. Measles outbreak in
Bangladesh Measles outbreak in
Bangladesh claimed the lives of
seven children in 24 hours till 8
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‘Great ally’: Rubio signals bigger India-

US strategic partnership ahead of visit

Washington, May 22:
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on Thursday
described India as a “great
ally” and “great partner”
ahead of his upcoming
visit, while signalling that
Washington wants to deep-
en energy cooperation with
New Delhi amid growing
concerns over global sup-
ply disruptions linked to
tensions in West Asia.
Rubio’s remarks come at a
time when global energy
markets remain on edge
over instability around the
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
oil and gas shipping route.
The visit is also expected
to reinforce strategic coor-
dination between Quad
nations amid  shifting
geopolitical equations in
the Indo-Pacific and West
Asia.

Speaking to reporters

exports to India. “We
wanna sell them as much
energy as they’ll buy,”
Rubio said when asked
about India being affected
by the global energy sup-
ply situation following ten-
sions in West Asia and con-
cerns around the Strait of
Hormuz. “Obviously,
you’ve seen, | think we’re
at historic levels of US pro-
duction and US export. We
wanna be able to do more,”
he added. Rubio says ener-

tion were already ongoing
and would continue during
his visit. “We were already
in talks with them to do
more. We want next week
as well. So there’s opportu-
nities,” he said. The US
Secretary of State also
underlined the broader
strategic importance of ties
with India.

“There’s a lot to work on
with India. They’re a great
ally, a great partner. We do
a lot of good work with

ignated measles beds.Several of
the measles patients were found to
be occupying wards, corridors and
spaces near lifts on multiple floors
of the hospital. During the same
time, the 100-bed hospital treated

diseases

ically meant to contain contagious
The Dhaka Tribune
report highlights that an 11-year-
old patient, named Asma Akter
from Kishoreganj, was first admit-
ted to the hospital with chicken-

Iran war strains US weapons reserves,
Taiwan arms sale put on hold: Reports

Tel Aviv, May 22:

The United States has
depleted a substantial por-
tion of its advanced missile
defence inventory after
taking on the bulk of
Israel’s air defence opera-
tions during the recent con-
flict with Iran, according to
a report published by The
Washington Post. The rev-
elations have triggered
fresh concerns in
Washington  over  the
Pentagon’s ability to sus-
tain military commitments
across multiple theatres
simultaneously, particular-
ly in the Indo-Pacific,
where allies such as
Taiwan, Japan and South
Korea remain heavily
dependent on the American
s ecu-rity
umbrella. According to The
Washington Post, the US
launched more than 200
THAAD interceptors dur-
ing the conflict to shield
Israel  from incoming

Israel fears surprise lranian strike
amid ceasefire talks with US: Report

Jerusalem May 22:

Israeli security officials
fear Iran could launch a
surprise missile and drone
attack targeting Gulf coun-
tries and Israel amid ongo-
ing indirect negotiations
between Washington and
Tehran, according to a
report by The Jerusalem
Post. The possibility of a
preemptive Iranian  strike
was discussed during a
high-level security assess-
ment involving senior mili-
tary officials and Israeli
Defence Minister Israel
Katz, the report said. The
warning comes at a time
when the United States and
Iran  continue indirect
ceasefire  negotiations,
even as differences report-
edly persist between US
President Donald Trump
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu over

Iranian attacks. In addition,
US naval forces in the east-
ern Mediterranean report-
edly fired more than 100
SM-3 and SM-6 intercep-
tors. Officials quoted by
the newspaper said the
scale of deployment has
consumed nearly half of
America’s stockpile of
some advanced missile

The numbers are strik-
ing. The United States
absorbed most of the mis-
sile defense mission while
Israel conserved its own
magazines,” Kelly Grieco,
senior fellow at the
Stimson Center, told The
Washington  Post. ~ She
added that the US is now

defence systems. Israel, 1eft with roughly 200
meanwhile, reportedly THAAD_ interceptors wh_||e
used fewer than 100 Arrow ~ production capacity

interceptors and around 90
David’s Sling interceptors
during the conflict, includ-
ing against projectiles
launched by Iran-backed
groups in  Yemen and
Lebanon. US defence
inventory under pressure
after Iran  operations
Military analysts cited in
the report described the
figures as an unusually
revealing look into the
operational burden-sharing
between Washington and
Tel Aviv.

the  broader
towards Tehran. According
to Israeli officials, Iran

approach

may attempt to strike
before Washington and Tel
Aviv conclude that diplo-
macy has failed and move
towards military action.
\Israel, US step up military
coordination

The Jerusalem Post report-
ed that the Israeli Air Force

remains limited. Another
US official quoted by the
newspaper said the US
ended up engaging nearly
twice as many Iranian mis-
siles compared to Israel
during the conflict. The
report also noted that some
Israeli missile defence bat-
teries are expected to be
temporarily taken offline
for maintenance, potential-
ly increasing pressure on
US systems if hostilities
resume.

and the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) Operations
Directorate, led by Maj
Gen Hidai Zilberman, held
discussions with American
counterparts to strengthen
operational preparedness.

The discussions reportedly
focused on intelligence-
sharing related to unusual
Iranian military activity
and improving coordina-

Despite US claims of ‘decimation’, Iran

Tehran, May 22:

Iran has resumed parts of
its drone production pro-
gramme at a pace faster
than anticipated despite the
fragile ceasefire declared
in April, according to a
CNN report citing US
intelligence assessments
and officials familiar with
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rebuilding drone capability ra

the matter. The reported
rebuilding effort has added
to concerns in Washington
and among regional allies
that Tehran retains the
capacity to rapidly restore
military infrastructure
damaged during the recent
conflict. The assessment
also appears to challenge

pidly: Report
repeated claims by the
United States that Iran’s
military capabilities had
been significantly weak-
ened during the confronta-
tion. According to CNN,
US intelligence estimates
suggest Iran could fully
restore its drone attack
capability ~ within  six
months. US concerns grow
over lran’s rebuilding
efforts.

The report said Iran has
already begun replacing
missile sites, launchers and
production capacities tied
to key weapons systems
damaged during the con-
flict. US officials quoted
by CNN reportedly believe
the speed.

forced to sleep inside corridors due
to shortages of beds. Due to lack of
ventilation in a corridor of the hos-

pital, one person stated that they by the
were even forced to buy a small General of
fan, while people can see scattered  (DGHS)

a.m. on Thursday. This has taken
the overall death toll to 488 since
March 15, as per the data provided
country’s

3 Rubio  said
Directorate
Health ~ Services

before departing for India,
with a stop in Europe,

States was prepared to sig-
nificantly expand energy

gy  cooperation
the United ¢ csions
Washington  and

already underway said dis-
between

Delhi on energy coopera-

talks  them,” Rubio said. “Itis an

I'm glad

important trip.
we’re able to do it because
New | think there’ll be a lot for

us to talk about,” he added

Rights group slams Pakistani authorities over
surge in attacks on activists in Balochistan

Balochistan, May 22:

Human rights body Baloch
Yakjehti Committee (BYC) on
Friday strongly condemned the
recent wave of violence against
human rights defenders in
Balochistan, alleging that Baloch
activists, teachers, intellectuals and
students are being systematically
targeted by Pakistani authorities.
The rights body described the
recent killing of academician
Ghamkhwar Hayat Baloch as a
major example of “state bar-
barism™. Hayat, a prominent poet,
literary scholar, and educator, was
reportedly shot dead by individuals
linked to Pakistan-backed death
squads on May 16 in the Killi
Mengal area of the Nushki district
of Balochistan. Additionally, the
BYC expressed grave concerns
over the threats issued to advocacy
group Wice for Baloch Missing
Persons (VBMP), stating that tar-
geting the organisation amounted
to an attack on freedom of speech
and constituted gross human rights
abuse.

Highlighting the VBMP’s resis-
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tance against the “genocidal poli-
cy” of enforced disappearance of
Baloch people by Pakistani author-
ities, the rights body said that the
organisation has been protesting
peacefully outside the Quetta Press
Club for the past 6172 days.
“Astoundingly, it had been threat-
ened multiple times to give up the
struggle against forcibly disap-
peared people. VBMP’s camp had
been distorted many times, so they
must be fed up or threatened to
quit their struggle,” the BYC said,
extending solidarity to VBMP.
The VBMP has alleged that it has

Washington, May 22:

been receiving threats intended to
compel the organisation to shut
down its long-running protest
camp and abandon its campaign
against enforced disappearances in
Balochistan.

“Threats are being issued to shut
down the protest camp of Voice for
Baloch Missing Persons and to
abandon the ongoing peaceful
struggle against enforced disap-
pearances. Such tactics are
attempts to suppress the voice of
human rights, but the struggle
against enforced disappearances
will continue,” the VBMP posted

on X. Meanwhile, the Baloch
National Movement  (BNM)
sharply criticised the attack by the
Pakistani military and its local
death squads on the home of a
senior exiled party member,
Nawaz, in the Tump area of
Balochistan, calling it sign of the
“enemy’s frustration”. According
to the BNM, during the attack,
women and children were harassed
and terrorised, while the house was
vandalised, and valuable belong-
ings were looted, adding that his
house had previously been targeted
in a similar manner. The group
noted that such incidents are car-
ried out by the Pakistani military
on a daily basis in Balochistan as
acts of “oppression and repres-
sion”. “Through harassment and
intimidation of BNM members and
their families, attempts are being
made to force them to abandon
their national struggle, despite the
fact that the Baloch national move-
ment is a constitutional, political,
and internationally recognised
struggle for the right to freedom,”
it added

Pentagon paused deployment. Trump now
says 5,000 more troops going t Poland

According to Politico, a Polish official and

tion in case of a possible
escalation.

IDF Chief of Staff Lt Gen
Eyal Zamir also held con-
sultations with senior mili-
tary commanders covering
both defensive and offen-
sive scenarios,

Zamir  has  reportedly
remained in touch with
American military officials
regarding possible
responses in the event of an
Iranian attack.

A military source quoted
by Walla said Israeli and
US officials recently car-
ried out a broad operational
review following joint mil-
itary operations to improve
the detection and intercep-
tion of Iranian threats.

The review reportedly led
to closer cooperation on
missile interception sys-
tems, software upgrades,
troop reinforcements and

technological integration.
Reports point to increased
US military support

report also stated that ship-
ments of American military
equipment to Israel have
increased  significantly
over the past month amid
growing concerns over
regional escalation.
Trump, meanwhile, reiter-
ated his opposition to
Iran’s nuclear programme.
“We will get it. We don’t
need it, we don’t want it.
We’ll probably destroy it
after we get it, but we’re
not going to let them have
it,” Trump told reporters.
Iran is believed to possess
around 900 pounds of
highly enriched uranium,
which Western powers
consider enough for poten-
tial weapons development
if further enriched.

US President Donald Trump on Thursday
announced that Washington would send an
additional 5,000 troops to Poland, a move
that comes just days after the Pentagon
delayed a separate troop deployment to the
NATO ally. Trump made the announce-
ment on his social media platform Truth
Social, linking the decision to his relation-
ship with newly elected Polish President
Karol Nawrocki. “Based on the successful
Election of the now President of Poland,
Karol Nawrocki, who | was proud to
Endorse, and our relationship with him, |
am pleased to announce that the United
States will be sending an additional 5,000
Troops to Poland,” Trump wrote. The
announcement has added to the uncertain-
ty surrounding the US military posture in
Europe after the Pentagon earlier this
week confirmed a reduction in the number
of Brigade Combat Teams stationed on the
continent. The development comes barely
a week after the Pentagon quietly halted a
planned deployment of more than 4,000
US troops to Poland, a decision that
reportedly surprised both Polish officials
and NATO representatives.

aNATO representative said the US did not
discuss the move beforehand, leaving
allies caught off guard. On Tuesday, the
Pentagon confirmed that the number of
Brigade Combat Teams assigned to
Europe had been reduced from four to
three, bringing troop levels back to what
they were in 2021. In a statement released
by Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell, the
Department of Defense described the deci-
sion as part of “a comprehensive, multi-
layered process focused on US force pos-
ture in Europe.” The statement added that
the move had resulted in “a temporary
delay of the deployment of US forces to
Poland,” while calling Poland “a model
US ally”. Questions remain over Europe
troop reshuffle ccording to US media
reports, around 80,000 American troops
are currently stationed across Europe,
including nearly 10,000 in Poland. The
affected unit in the earlier deployment
decision was identified as the 2nd
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division, which had been sched-
uled for a routine nine-month NATO rota-
tional deployment to Poland .

US presses Iran on uranium stockpile, Tehran
pushes back; CENTCOM flexes readiness

Washington, May 22:

“very close” to reaching an under-

The United States and Iran are
continuing indirect negotiations
over a possible framework agree-
ment even as President Donald
Trump intensified pressure on
Tehran, declaring Washington
would eventually “get” Iran’s
stockpile of highly enriched urani-
um. The zengagement comes at a
particularly fragile moment in
West Asia, with mediation efforts
continuing behind the scenes while
military signalling in the Gulf
region grows sharper. Tensions
around the Strait of Hormuz, Iran’s
nuclear programme and the ongo-
ing US naval posture in the region
have added urgency to the talks.

Iran’s ISNA news agency reported
that the two sides are currently
exchanging messages and draft
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proposals through indirect chan-
nels. An Iranian official cited by Al
Jazeera claimed negotiators were

standing, though the report cau-
tioned that it remains too early to
predict whether a final agreement
is imminent.

Pakistan’s  Interior ~ Minister
Mohsin Naqvi is currently in Iran
as part of the mediation efforts and
is understood to be discussing
developments linked to the Strait
of Hormuz. Trump says Iran will
not keep enriched uranium
Speaking at the White House,
Trump made it clear that
Washington would not permit
Tehran to retain near-weapons-
grade nuclear material. “We will
get it. We don’t need it, we don’t
want it. We’ll probably.
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KUPWARA, MAY 22: Ina
powerful demonstration of
unity and determination
against the growing drug
menace, Zila  Sainik
Welfare Office Kupwara in
collaboration with District
Administration and ARTO
Kupwara today organised
an awareness programme
under Nasha Mukht JK
Abhiyan for the drivers and
members of the Transport
Association Kupwara. The
programme was witnessed
by many officials from
Civil and Police
Administration including,
ACR Kupwara, Peerzada
Mumtaz  Ahmad; ASP
Kupwara, Shahzad Kabir;
ZEO Kupwara, Principal,
Boys Higher Secondary
School, Kupwara, repre-

KASHMIR

Nasha Mukt JK Abhiyan
Awareness Camp on Drug Abuse held at Sumo Stand Kupwara

sentatives from ARTO
Kupwara and Dy.SP
Traffic Rural, besides sev-
eral officers from different
departments along with
Ex-servicemen, stakehold-

ers from the transport asso-
ciation. The Programme
commenced by a Welcome
address delivered by Col

SS Raja, Zila Sainik

Welfare Offlcsr who hlgh-
lighted the collective
responsibility of every
stakeholder in combating
the growing menace of
drug abuse and stressed
that the fight against drug
menace is not merely an
i

awareness and sustained
public participation. ACR,
Kupwara in his address
appreciated the initiative
taken by the Zila Sainik
Welfare Office and high-
lighted the importance of
sustained awareness, com-
munity participation and
role of ex-servicemen
including all stakeholders
to effectively tackle the
drug menace and empha-
sized to carry out such pro-
grammes in future at gross
root levels. On this occa-
sion, various officers also
addressed the gathering,
including the ASP
Kupwara who emphasized
that fighting the drug men-

ity but a larger social mis-
sion requiring vigilance,

Commissioner of Enquiries visits Vibrant
Village Rawathpora under VVP-II

KUPWARA, MAY 22:

Majid KA, Drabu,
Commissioner of
Enquiries, J&K, today vis-
ited Vibrant  Village

Rawathpora, Block Reddi
Chowkibal, under the
Vibrant Villages
Programme-11 (VVP-I1).

The visit was aimed at
reviewing the status of
infrastructure, service
delivery, implementation
of ongoing Central/UT

tuuk stock uf the progress

cunnsctlvny healthcare,
power and
water supply, besides other

achieved under various education,
Sector  Schemes, and initiatives
: y - the need
in Vibrant Village

Rawathpora and adjoining
areas

On his arrival, the
Commissioner chaired a
comprehensive  review
meeting with officers of all
concerned departments at
the Guest House, Reddi
Chowkibal.

During the meeting, he

100-Day Intensive: Nasha Mukt
Abhiyan intensified across Budgam
T

BUDGAM, MAY 22:
District ~ Administration
Budgam has intensified
activities under the 100-
Day Intensive Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan across the
district with an aim to cre-
ate mass awareness against
drug abuse and promote a
healthy, drug-free society.
As part of the ongoing
campaign, a series of
awareness and outreach
programmes are being
organised in educational
institutions and public
spaces involving active
participation of students,
teachers, officials and com-
munity members. Various
departments including

fur effective implementa-
tion of welfare and infra-
structure projects to ensure
timely benefits to the peo-
ple living in border areas.

Later, Drabu chaired a pub-
lic darbar at Panchayat
Rawathpora, where local
residents projected various
issues and demands related
to basic amenities, road

|
Education, Health, Social
Welfare, Police, Youth
Services & Sports and
other stakeholder agencies
are jointly conducting
awareness drives to sensi-
tise youth about the harm-

concerns.
The Commissioner gave a
patient hearing to the
grievances and issues
raised by the public and
assured them that all gen-
uine demands would be
taken up with the con-
cerned departments for
appropriate action. He reit-
erated the Government's
commitment towards.

ful effects of substance
abuse.

In continuation of the cam-
paign activities, essay
competition and debate
programmes were today
conducted at Government

DLSA Budgam organizes Closing Ceremony

BUDGAM, MAY 22:
Closing ceremony of the
Road Safety Awareness
Week was today organized
by the District Legal
Services Authority
Budgam in collaboration
with Tehsil Legal Services
Committee  Magam at
Lucent International
School Magam. The pro-
gramme was conducted
under the guidance of
Chairman District Legal
Services Authority
Budgam, O.P. Baghat and
under the supervision of
Secretary DLSA Budgam,
Tabassum  Parray, and
under the chairmanship of
Chairperson TLSC
Magam, Rabyia Snober
Gulzar. The event was
graced by the Secretary
DLSA Budgam, and
Chairperson TLSC
Magam. Officials from
Traffic  Police, Police
Department, PLVs, teach-
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of Road Safety Awareness Week

ers, students, and members
of civil society also partic-
ipated in the programme.

During the programme,
speakers highlighted the
importance of road safety
measures, responsible dri-
ving, use of helmets and
seat belts, and strict adher-
ence to traffic rules for pre-
vention of road accidents.

Students of various institu-
tions presented awareness
skits, speeches, and Nukad
Natak performances focus-
ing on traffic rules, safe

driving practices, and pro-
tection of human life

A series of awareness
activities, rallies, and pro-
grammes were conducted
during the Road Safety
Awareness Week from 18th
May, across different insti-
tutions of Magam. The par-
ticipants appreciated the
efforts of DLSA Budgam
and TLSC Magam for
spreading awareness
among the general public,
especially youth and stu-
dents.

aceisa responsi-
bility and every individual
has a vital role to play in

safeguarding society from
this growing threat. Special
emphasis was laid on the
role of drivers and the
transport fraternity being
the main stakeholders and
frontline contributors, in
identifying  suspicious
activities, spreading aware-
ness and helping the
administration in curbing
the menace of drugs.
During the event, represen-
tative of ARTO Kupwara
addressed the gathering
and highlighted the respon-
sibility of the transport sec-
tor in preventing the spread
of Narcotics and ensuring
vigilance at every level
Representatives of the
transport association also
shared their views and
expressed.
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Commissioner reviewsarrangements
for Eid-ul-Adha Festival

SRINAGAR, MAY 22: Commissioner,
Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC),
Faz Lul Haseeb, today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at the SMC
Headquarters, Karan Nagar, to review and
finalize arrangements being put in place
for the upcoming Eid-ul-Adha festival
across Srinagar city.

The meeting was attended by Joint
Commissioners SMC, Secretary SMC,
Chief Sanitation Officer, and other senior
officials Uf the Corporation, who brlsfed
the C i on the prep.

various SMC wings with regard to samta—
tion management, waste collection and
disposal, deployment of manpower, avail-
ability of machinery, and maintenance of
overall cleanliness and public hygiene
during the festival period.

During the meeting, the Commissioner
directed the concerned officials to ensure
proper sanitation and cleanliness in and
around mosques, shrines, Eidgahs, and
other important religious places across the
city to facilitate the smooth conduct of Eid

prayers during Eid-ul-Adha.

Emphasizing the importance of efficient
waste management during the festival, the
Commissioner instructed officials to fur-
ther strengthen waste collection and dis-
posal mechanisms across all areas of the
city. He also directed the provision of free
hooper services for the timely collection
and scientific disposal of animal skins,
sacrificial waste, and internal animal
organs to maintain sanitation and prevent
inconvenience to the public.

DC Kupwara chairs NCORD Committee Meeting
to strengthen Antl -Drug Measures across District

KUPWARA, MAY 22:
Deputy ~ Commissioner
(DC) Kupwara, Shrikant
Suse today chaired a meet-
ing of the District Level
NCORD (Narco
Coordination) Committee
to review and strengthen
the measures being under-
taken by various depart-
ments to curb drug abuse
and narcotics-related activ-
ities across the district.

During the meeting, the
DC conducted a compre-
hensive review of the
ongoing enforcement,
monitoring and preventive
initiatives being imple-
mented by the concerned
departments. Stressing the
need for a coordinated and
proactive approach, he
directed all stakeholders to
intensify efforts for effec-
tive control of drug abuse
and dismantling of nar-

Higher Secondary School
(GHSS) Budgam under the
National Mental Health &

Behaviour Awareness
(NMBA) programme,
Students participated

enthusiastically and
expressed their ideas and
awareness on important
social and behavioural
issues through creative
writing and engaging dis-
cussions.

The activities were aimed
at promoting awareness,
critical thinking, effective
communication and posi-
tive behavioural values
among students while
encouraging them to stay
away from substance abuse

cotics networks in the dis-
trict.

The Deputy Commissioner
emphasized strict action
against individuals found
involved in drug peddling
and substance abuse. He
directed the concerned
departments to initiate
measures for cancellation
of driving licences, gun

Bharat

and other harmful prac-
tices. Teachers and organ-
isers appreciated the active
involvement, creativity and
confidence displayed by
the participants during the

within  their jurisdictions.
They were further directed
to ensure the installation of
CCTV  cameras

nessed a detailed discus-
sion on several other pre-
ventive, enforcement and

in all awareness measures aimed

e
licences and Aadhaar-relat-
ed verifications of offend-
ers as per the applicable
provisions and procedures.
To strengthen surveillance
and monitoring at the
grassroots  level,  the
Tehsildars were instructed
to identify and closely
monitor vulnerable areas
and drug abuse hotspots

chemist shops to regulate
the sale of medicines and
prevent misuse of pharma-
ceutical drugs.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of community
engagement and youth
empowerment in combat-
ing drug addiction, the DC
directed the concerned
departments to expedite the
development of play-
grounds and libraries in all
Panchayats under the
NMJK Abhiyan. He stated
that creating constructive
recreational and education-
al avenues for youth is
essential to steer them
away from substance abuse
and towards positive activ-
ities.

The meeting also wit-

at eliminating the menace
of drugs from the district.
The DC stressed the impor-
tance of inter-departmental
coordination, regular
awareness campaigns and
community participation to
ensure a drug-free society.
Among others, the meeting
was attended by Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Kupwara, Syed Al
Tahir Gilani; sSSP
Handwara, Sahil Sarangal;
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara,
Gulzar Ahmad  Khan;
Assistant  Commissioner
Revenue (ACR), Chief
Education Officer (CEO),
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Lolab and other
concerned officers.

HKM GDC organizes Drug Awareness Programmes
Anti-Drug Pledge, Sports activities under NMBA

BANDIPORA, MAY 22: HKM Govt
Degree College Bandipora organized a
series of awareness and extracurricular
programmes under the ongoing Nasha
Mukht Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA) with the
objective of promoting awareness against
drug abuse and encouraging constructive
youth engagement. As part of the cam-
paign, the NCORD Cell of the college, in

rogramme. " :

gﬁ?cms stated that the collaboration with the Department of
100-day ign focuses an pro-
on preventive awareness, dramme ondrugabuse in the college cam-

behavioural change, coun-
selling support and com-
munity participation to
effectively address the
growing concern of drug
abuse. Awareness rallies,
seminars, interactive ses-
sions and youth engage-
ment programmes are also
being organised across dif-
ferent areas.

pus.
The programme aimed to educate students
about the harmful effects of drug addiction
and the importance of building a drug-free
society. The programme was personally
viewed and appreciated by the Principal of
the college, Prof. Suresh Kumar Dogra,
who encouraged the participants and high-
lighted the importance of sports and phys-
ical activities in building a healthy and

Manzoor Ahmad Parrey, delivered an
insightful lecture on the growing menace
of drugs among youth and highlighted its
social, psychological and health-related
consequences. He urged students to stay
away from narcotics and contribute posi-
tively towards society. The event wit-
nessed active participation from students
and faculty members, who appreciated the
initiative undertaken by the college under
the banner of drug awareness.
Meanwhile, under the banner of
NMBA, the College Sports Committee
organized a  Men's  Badminton
Competition under the leadership of the
Convener of the Sports Committee, Prof.
Shahid Shafi. The event witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from students and pro-
moted the spirit of sportsmanship, disci-
pline and healthy competition among the
youth. The competition aimed to engage
students in constructive extracurricular
activities and reinforce the message uf fit-

drug-free society. During the programme,
Head of the Department of Dr.

ness, and social

DC Anantnag reviews Eid-ul-Adha arrangements; Directs
departments to ensure smooth observance of festival

ANANTNAG, MAY 22: Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag, Dr. Bilal
Mohiuddin Bhat today chaired a
meeting of officers at DC office to
review the arrangements for
smooth observance of upcoming
Eid-ul-Adha in the district.

The meeting was attended by SP,
ADC, SE PHE, ACR, SDMs, AC
Food Safety, CAHO, DD
Fisheries, Exen PDD, ARTO, AD
FCS&CA, DSHO, CEO MCA,
representatives of F&ES, Legal
Metrology, Traffice and Waqf
Board, EOs of MCs and other con-
cemned officials.

At the outset, the officers briefed
the chair about the respective
arrangements that have been put in
place for smooth observance of the
holy and festive days.

Addressing the meeting, the DC
said it is essential the people and
devotees are duly facilitated so
they observe the holy days with
ease and convenience. He called
for providing all requisite facilities
to the devotees visiting Khiram
Dargah  Shareef, Kabamarg,

Reshmool, Aishmugam, Seer
Hamdan and other shrines,
mosques and Eidgahs on upcom-
ing Eid-ul-Adha.

The DC directed officers of Jal
Shakti Department and KPDCL to
ensure smooth supply of water and
electricity across the district. Jal
Shakti Department shall keep ade-
quate number of water tankers
available at critical locations espe-
cially in view of the prevailing
high temperatures, he noted.
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Emphasizing the |mpurtann:s uf
essential commodities during the
festive days, the DC asked the
FCS&CA Department to maintain
sufficient stocks of rice, atta,
sugar, and other daily essentials in
the district. He further directed the
concerned authorities to intensify
market checking to ensure the
quality and availability of essential
commodities, including bakery
and confectionery items, milk,
meat, chicken, vegetables, and

other essentials in the markets. It is
expected that demand of these
items will increase ahead of the
holy occasion and therefore joint
inspections of shops and manufac-
turing units be carried out by the
designated teams to ensure provi-
sion of quality edible items at fair
prices to the public, the DC
observed.

DSHO informed the chair that ade-
quate number of sacrificial ani-
mals, including sheep and goats,
are available in the district
Similarly, CAHO informed that
sufficient poultry stock is available
to meet public demand during the
festive days.

Municipal authorities were direct-
ed to conduct regular sanitation
drives for proper cleanliness and
hygiene in and around towns,
mosques, shrines and Eidgahs. He
instructed the concerned authori-
ties to designate teams and loca-
tions for proper collection and dis-
posal of offal, hides and waste to
maintain cleanliness and hygiene
both in urban and rural areas.
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CS Dullo reviews comprehensive traffic
decongestion plan for Jammu, Srinagar Cities

SRINAGAR, MAY 22:
Chief  Secretary, Atal
Dulloo today chaired the
5th meeting of the Multi
Disciplinary ~ Committee
(MDC) on Traffic
Management System to
review the implementation
of a comprehensive action
plan aimed at easing traffic
congestion and improving
mobility in the twin cities
of Jammu and Srinagar.
The meeting was attended
by senior administrative
and police officers, includ-
ing  Additional ~ Chief
Secretary, Public Works
Departments;  Principal
Secretary, Home;
Commissioner Secretary,
Housing & Urban
Development Department
(H&UDD); Divisional
Commissioner,
Jammu/Kashmir; Inspector
General of Police, Traffic;

Secretary, Transport;
Deputy Inspectors General
Traffic,

Jammu/Kashmir;
Commissi o

Home, and called for a

Corporation,
Jammu/Srinagar; ~ Senior
Superintendents of Police,
Traffic, Srinagar/Jammu;
Vice-Chairman, Srinagar
Development  Authority
(SDA); Director, Urban
Local Bodies,
Kashmir/Jammu; besides
officers from other con-
cerned departments. The
Chief Secretary highlight-
ed the significance of the
recommendations put forth
by the committee headed
by the Principal Secretary,

bound action plan for
their effective implementa-
tion. The Chief Secretary
also reviewed progress on
identification and rectifica-
tion of black spots, widen-
ing of major roads, cre-
ation of rotaries and junc-
tion improvements in both
cities. He stressed the need
for clearly identifying
funding sources for all the
proposed works, noting
that these interventions are
aimed at providing much-
needed relief to the general
public by improving ease

Legislators, deputations call on Rana; project
public issues, development demands

SRINAGAR, MAY 22: Ssvsral Isglsla-

mentation

of public

tors, public

today called on Minister fur Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Environment and
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana at Civil
Secretariat here and apprised him of vari-
ous public welfare issues, developmental
concerns and sector-specific demands.

Dr Sajjad Shafi and MLA
Hazratbal, Salman Sagar discussed sever-
al constituency-related matters. They
sought the Minister's intervention for aug-

MLA Uri,

the i

infrastructure,

in water supply schemes,

irrigation facilities and other developmen-

tal works il in their rsspentlve areas. Durlng
the

the need for timely execution of ongoing
works and early resolution of issues con-
cerning public service delivery. They also
projected several demands related to
strengthening civic amenities and improv-
ing infrastructure, besides highlighting the
early completion of desiltation process.

of mobility in the twin
cities and other urban cen-
tres of the UT. He directed
the Housing & Urban
Development Department
(H&UDD) to take up the
matter with the Finance
Department to ensure
smooth and timely execu-
tion of these projects
across  Jammu  and
Kashmir.  During the
review, the Chief Secretary
took a detailed appraisal of
the measures undertaken
by different departments
for decongestion of major
traffic corridors, augmen-

tatlun of parklng facilities,

RAABITA outreach; Advisor Wani hears
Celegations, pushes tlmely redress of issues

JAMMU, MAY
Advisor to Chief Mlnlster,
Nasir Aslam Wani, today

of road infra- I an
structure, streamlining of ~ public outreach  pro-
public ~ transport and ~ gramme at the RAABITA

strengthening of intelligent
traffic management sys-
tems in both the capital
cities. It was informed that
several diversion routes
have already been identi-
fied and operationalised in
Jammu and Srinagar to
reduce congestion on criti-
cal stretches and ensure
smoother vehicular move-
ment. In Jammu city, 10
diversion routes are being
utilized for traffic decon-
gestion.  Similarly, five
diversion routes have been
made  operational in
Srinagar to reduce pressure
on heavily congested city
stretches. The meeting was
informed that dedicated e-
rickshaw zones have also
been notified to regulate
traffic - movement and
improve last-mile connec-
tivity.

office,  Canal  Road,
Jammu, under the RAABI-
TA initiative. A large num-
ber of public delegations
and individuals from
across the Jammu division
met the Advisor and high-
lighted various issues,
seeking speedy redress.
Interacting with the depu-
tations, the Advisor issued
on-spot directions to the
concerned officers for pri-
ority resolution of public
grievances raised during
the programme. He also
asked the heads of delega-
tions to pursue their issues
with the respective depart-
ments to ensure timely dis-
posal. The delegations
which met the Advisor
including a delegation
from GCC Gurha Slathia
(NGO) highlighted impor-
tant issues before him

which were related to area
development and social
welfare measures.

A deputation from the citi-
zen forum of Bathindi
Welfare Board sought reso-
lution of general develop-
mental issues of the
Bathindi area. A deputation
led by Chairman Citizens
Cooperative Bank Limited,
Jammu, highlighted urgent
matters pertaining to the
bank and sought interven-
tion for redress. A deputa-
tion from retired Migrant
Employees of Revenue
Department, sought urgent
intervention for treating
their service period as on-

duty and early approval of
pending leave encashment
benefits

A delegation from the
Panthal area raised the

issue of Kendriya
Vidyalaya land at Panthal
and discussed develop-
mental requirements of the
institution for the benefit
of the local community. A
deputation from
JKPSC/JKSSB  aspirants
presented grievances relat-
ed to recruitment and
examinations, including
delays and uncertainty in
the recruitment process
affecting the candidates
across J&K.

Deputy Chief Minister calls for time
bound report on Gair Mumkin Khads

Sub-Committee reviews public issues, asks for identification of chronic problem areas

SRINAGAR, MAY 22:
Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary today
chaired a meeting of the
Sub-Committee constitut-
ed to examine the issues
related to Gair Mumkin
Khads in Jammu and
Kashmir. The meeting,
held at the Civil Secretariat
Srinagar, was attended by
Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmad Rana
and Minister for
Agriculture  Production,
Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj,
Cooperatives and

Elections, Javid Ahmad
Dar, who are members of
the Sub-Committee. The
Deputy Chief Minister
stressed the need for seek-
ing public suggestions
before finalizing the com-
mittee’s report through des-

J&K Biodiversity Council celebrates
Internatlonal Day for Blologlcal DlverS|ty

SRINAGAR, MAY 22:
The Jammu & Kashmir
Biodiversity Council cele-
brated International Day
for Biological Diversity
today at Dachigam, high-
lighting  the Union
Territory's rich ecological
heritage and reinforcing

Secretary J&K
Biodiversity Council; Irfan
Rasool ~ Wani,  CCF
Kashmir; Tawheed Ahmad
Deva, Regional Wildlife
Warden Kashmir; Saurabh
Sharma CF Srinagar; Irfan
Ali Shah, CF North and
Professor Anzar Khuroo

ignated offices. He directed
on designating a nodal offi-
cer from the Civil
Secretariat for easy access
for submission of sugges-
tions by the general public.
He directed that the report
be submitted in a time-

bound manner, ensuring
that the genuine public
concemns are addressed in a
fair and legitimate way.
Additional Chief Secretary,
Jal Shakti Department,
Shaleen Kabra, briefed the
Sub-Committee on the pre-
sent status of Gair Mumkin
Khads and the ongoing
process of segregation.
Speaking during the meet-
ing, the Deputy Chief
Minister emphasized the
need for pragmatic and
people-centric decisions to
ensure amicable resolution
of issues faced by the pub-
lic. He said that policy
interventions must main-

tain a balance between the
environmental protection
and safeguarding the liveli-
hoods and property rights
of citizens. The Committee
directed for constitution of
a technical team for proper
segregation of Khads and
submission of accurate
details. Directions were
issued for identification of
chronic problem areas to
address recurring public
issues effectively.
Speaking on the occasion,
Javed  Ahmad  Rana
stressed the importance of
adopting a balanced and
environmentally sustain-
able approach.

Reasi administration reviews arrangements
for Eid-ul- Azha celebrations

(BMCs) from across J&K.
In her address, Sheetal
Nanda told the audience
that the International Day
for Biological Diversity
serves as a vital reminder
of humanity's deep depen-
dence on the natural world.

REASI, MAY  22:

Additional Deputy
C issi Reasi
Rakesh  Kumar today

chaired a meeting to
review arrangements for
the  Eid-ul-Azha festival
to ensure smooth, peaceful
and hassle-free celebra-
tions across district Reasi.

. e " The meeting was attended ~ Affairs, Rural  The ADC took a compre-
the global call to "Act Member Biodiversit Humans have a core ; : ! :
Lucalgly, Impact Globally." Council  from Kashmi): responsibility to conserve by officers "“””. various D.EVSIUmem‘ Transport, E‘eg;tl;/er;al:amtuuf :;Lz:]r;igt;-
The event was attended by University, alongside  biodiversity because our ~departments,  including Fire &  Emergency uninterrupted power and
Chief  Guest  Sheetal n n - Divisional Forest Officers very survival depends on  Police, Health, Jal Shakti, Services and other con- drinking water supply, san-
Nanda,  Commissioner ~Rai, PCCF/HOFF J&K and  Chaturbhuj ‘Bahera  (ppos), Range Officers it she stated. The JPDCL, Municipal ~ cerned departments, jtation, healthcare facili-
Secretary Forests, Ecology ~ Chairman J&K  PCCF/CWW/Director (ROs) and members of var-  C issi Secretary  C Food Civil besides representatives of ties, traffic management
and Environment; Sarvesh ~ Biodiversity Council; SFRI and ~ Member o5 Biodiversity ~emphasized. Supplies & Consumer  religious organisations. and the availability.

Sakeena Itoo reviews Education, Health sector scenario in Budgam Constituency

Calls for acceleration of works on ongomg developmental projects

SRINAGAR, MAY 22: Director Colleges, Director tional at permanent campus. gaps in rural and peripheral
Minister for Health and Planning/Director Finance of While reviewing the healthcare  areas. While reviewing other
Medical Education, Social School Education, Higher sector, the Minister sought aspects related to health sector,
Welfare and  Education, Education and Social Welfare detailed updates regarding the Minister directed the offi-
Sakeena Itoo held an extensive  departments, Additional functioning of health institu- cers of health department that

Secretaries of all concerned
departments, CMO Srinagar,
CMO Budgam, CEO Budgam
and other concerned officers.
During the review meeting, the
Minister took stock of the
progress achieved under vari-
ous schemes and assessed the
status of infrastructure develop-
ment works being executed

review of the education and
health sector scenario in
Budgam constituency in a
meeting at Civil Secretariat
here today. The meeting was
attended by MLA Budgam, Aga
Syed Muntazir Mehdi; Special
Secretaries of School
Education, Higher Education
and Social Welfare depart-

tions, availability of medical
staff, medicines, diagnostic
facilities and patient care ser-
vices in the constituency. She
instructed  the  concerned
authorities to address gaps on
priority and ensure that health-
care institutions remain fully
equipped to cater to the needs
of the public. She directed the

diagnostic facilities like MRI,
CT Scan, USG should be made
functional 24x7 in hospitals
and GMCs wherever these are
available. She also directed the
health department to submit a
report regarding these facilities
availed by patients beyond rou-
tine working hours in last one
month. Emphasizing the gov-

ensure that projects are com-
pleted within stipulated time-
lines without compromising
quality standards. Regarding
Govemnment Degree College,

timely and dedicated for publu:
use. on all ongoing develop-
mental projects to ensure time-
ly public benefit. While review-
ing other  developmental

tise all the issues raised by con-
cerned public representative
and take immediate steps for
their timely redressal. She also
stressed on resolving all the

ments, Director School across the constituency. She  Soibugh, the Minister called for ~ aspects of the Budgam con- bottlenecks to make satellite health department for rationali- ~ ernment's commitment towards
Education Kashmir, Director directed the officials to main-  expediting the ongoing works  stituency, the Minister directed campus of Maulana Azad sation of staff in health institu-  strengthening public service
Health  Services Kashmir, tain close coordination and so that the project is completed  the concerned officers to priori-  National Urdu University func- ~tions of cities and towns to fill  delivery, the Minister said.
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